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ANALYSIS

SUNUS

28.06.2019 gunl Stratejik DUsitnce Enstitisi’nde “Dogdu Akdeniz'de yiikselen
gerilim. Siyasi, askeri ve ekonomik acidan yapilmasi gerekenler” baslikh bir
toplanti dizenlenmis, katiimcilarin mizakereleri ve katkilari 1siginda bu Rapor
hazirlanmistir.
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Alper Tan-SDE Baskan Yardimcisi

Tiimgeneral (E) Mehmet 0zoglu-SDE Savunma ve Gilvenlik Kurulu Uyesi
Tiimgeneral (E) Giiray Alpar-SDE Savunma ve Glvenlik Kurulu Baskani
Kd. Albay Mithat Isik- SDE Savunma ve GUvenlik Koordinatéri

Prof. Dr. Tevfik Erdem-SDE i¢ Politika ve Hukuk Koordinatéri

Biilent Erandac¢-Gazeteci-SDE Medya ve STK Koordinatori

Prof. Dr. Mehmet Baha Karan-Hacettepe Univ. isletme Fakdiltesi-Enerji
Finansmani ve Piyasalar

Prof. Dr. Mehmet Arslan-Haci Bayram Veli Univ. Ekonomi Balimu
Doc. Dr. Erkin Ekrem-SDE Uluslararasi iliskiler Koordinatéri

Dog¢. Dr. Burak Tangdr-Hacettepe Univ. Uluslararasi iliskiler B&Imi-Ulus-
lararasi iliskiler ve Glvenlik Yonetimi

Dr. Belma Bulut-Jandarma ve Sahil Glvenlik Akademisi-Deniz Hukuku

Dr. Gozde Kili¢ Yasin-Hukukgu-21YUzyil Turkiye Enstitisi Kibris Arastir-
malari Baskani

Dr. Merve Ulusoy-SDE Ekonomi Uzmani

Bilyiikel¢i Umut Arik ve Biiyiikel¢i Haluk Giircan Tiirkoglu da yazilariyla
katkida bulunmaktadir.

Arif Cem Aydogan-Tirkiye Kalkinma Bankasi Genel Madarliga Hukuk
Musavirligi'nde Avukat
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INTRODUCTION

0On 28.06.2019, a meeting titled ‘The rising tension in the Eastern Mediterranean:
What needs to be done from a Political, military and economic aspect’ was
organized at the Institute of Strategic Thinking; this report has been with a
consideration for the discourse and contribution of the participants.

Participants:

o Ambassador Cagatay Erciyes-Ministry of Foreign Affairs Bilateral Political
Affairs and Maritime-Aviation-Border, General Director

o Ambassador Kemal Képriilii-Ambassador of the TRNC to Ankara

o 3. Secretary Ebru Koépriilii-Turkish Embassy in TRNC

¢ Prof. Dr. Hamza Yilmaz-SDE Executive Board Member of High Advisory Board
e Sinan Tavukcu-SDE Vice President

e Alper Tan-SDE Vice President

e Major General (R) Mehmet Ozoglu-SDE Member of Defense and Security
Board

o Major General (R) Dr. Giiray Alpar-SDE Chairman of Defense and Security
Board

¢ Senior Colonel Mithat Isik-SDE Defense and Security Coordinator
o Prof. Dr. Tevfik Erdem-SDE Internal Policy and Law Coordinator
o Biilent Eranda¢-Journalist-SDE Media and NGO Coordinator

o Prof. Dr. Mehmet Baha Karan-Hacettepe Univ. Faculty of Business
Administration-Energy Finance and Markets

o Prof. Dr. Mehmet Arslan-Haci Bayram Veli Univ. Department of Economics
e Assoc. Prof. Dr. Erkin Ekrem-SDE International Relations Coordinator

o Assoc. Prof. Dr. Burak Tangdr-Hacettepe Univ. Department of
International Relations-International Relations and Security Management

o Dr. Belma Bulut-Gendarmerie and Coast Guard Academy-Maritime Law

o Dr. Gozde Kili¢ Yasin-Jurist-21.YUzyil Turkey Institute President Legal
Studies Cyprus

e Dr. Merve Ulusoy-SDE Economics Specialist

e Ambassador Umut Arik and Ambassador Haluk Giircan Tiirkoglu also
contribute with their articles.

o Arif Cem Aydogan-Development Bank of Turkey Directorate General of
Legal Counsel, Lawyer
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DOGU AKDENIiZ’DE ENERJi KRiZi
Dogu Akdeniz’de Neler Oluyor?

2009 yilindan itibaren Dogu Akdeniz'de kesfedilen zengin dogalgaz rezervleri
bir yandan israil’i diger yandan Guney Kibris Rum Yénetimi (GKRY) ve Yuna-
nistan’ heyecanlandirarak Dogu Akdeniz’e hakim olacak bir israil-Helen ittifaki
hayaline sebep olmustur.

GKRY ve Yunanistan, dodalgaz ve petrol aramalari icin, TUrkiye ve Kuzey Kibris
Tark Cumhuriyeti (KKTC)’nin haklarini ihlal eden Minhasir Ekonomik Bélgeler
(MEB) ilan etmis, bulunan dogalgazin Avrupa’ya ihracina yonelik olarak Israil,
Yunanistan, Glney Kibris Rum Yonetimi ve Misir'in merkezinde oldugu, Turki-
ye'yi devre disi birakmak ve sinirlamak Uzere tasarlanmis bdlgesel bir eneriji
ittifaki olusturma yoluna gitmislerdir.

Bu Ulkeler tarafindan sondaj izni verilen italyan ENI, Fransiz Total, Rus Novatek,
Amerikan Noble Energy ve Exxon Mobile sirketlerine glivence saglamak Uze-
re ilgili devletlerin donanmalarinin Dogu Akdeniz’de konuslanmasi ve AB’nin
Uyesi GKRY’ne destek aciklamalari ile Dogu Akdeniz bir anda kiresel giic mi-
cadelesinin énemli bir merkezi haline gelmistir. Dogu Akdeniz eneriji ittifakini
siyasi bir ittifaka donUstirmek ve Turkiye’yi Dogu Akdeniz’de sinirlamak stra-
tejisiyle hareket eden ABD, ingiliz, Fransiz, italyan donanma ve ucaklari bél-
geye dolmustur.

Tirkiye, kendisini Ege ve Akdeniz’de kusatmaya, Kibris adasi ile bagdini kopar-
maya, enerji kaynaklarini gasp etmeye yonelik hamlelere mukabil sert hamle-
lerle cevap vermistir.

Enerji kaynakli olarak takdim edilen Dogu Akdeniz Krizi’nin gercek mahiyetinin
tespit edilmesi bakimindan konu bu raporda ele alinmis ve kriz bu yéntyle
analiz edilerek, s6z konusu kusatmayi bertaraf edici karsi politikalar teklif edil-
mistir.

Dogu Akdeniz’de Kesfedilen Dogal Gaz Sahalar

Dogu Akdeniz'de ilk dodalgaz sahasinin kesfi, 1999'da israil sularinda gercek-
lesmistir. Bdlgedeki arama calismalarini strdiiren israil, 2009 yilinda yaklasik
280 milyar m? rezerve sahip Tamar sahasini, 2010 yilinda yaklasik 600 milyar
m? rezerve sahip Leviathan sahasini kesfetmistir. Bunu muteakiben 2011 yilinda
GKRY, Kibris adasinin glineyinde 129 milyar m? rezervli Afrodit, 2018 yilinda
Calypso sahasinda yaklasik 220 milyar m*liik dogalgaz sahasi bulmustur. 2015
yilinda Misir, deniz aciklarinda bulunan Zohr sahasinda 850 milyar m* rezerv
kesfetmis ve Noor sahasinda bu miktarin da Uzerinde rezerve ulasildignn iddia
etmistir.
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ENERGY CRISIS IN THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN
What is going on in the Eastern Mediterranean?

The rich natural gas reserves discovered in the Eastern Mediterranean in 2009
have excited Israel on the one hand and the Greek Cypriot Administration of
Southern Cyprus (GASC) and Greece on the other, leading to the dream of an
Israeli-Hellenic alliance that would dominate the Eastern Mediterranean.

The Greek Cypriot Administration and Greece have elected to establish
Exclusive Economic Zones (MEB) with the alliance of Israel, Greece, Derken
Cyprus and Egypt for natural gas and oil exploration by violating and restricting
the rights of Turkey and the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) for
the export of natural gas to Europe.

The naval forces of these countries that granted lItalian ENI, French Total,
Russian Novatek, American Noble Energy and Exxon Mobile companies drilling
permission have been deployed in the Eastern Mediterranean for assurance to
these countries and the EU has announced its support for EU member state
GASC has suddenly transformed the Eastern Mediterranean into a major center
of global forces. The US, British, French and Italians who employ a strategy
to transform the energy alliance in the Eastern Mediterranean into a political
alliance and restrict Turkey in the Eastern Mediterranean have deployed their
navies and aircraft into the zone.

Turkey has responded with harsh measures against the moves aimed at
blockading it in the Aegean and the Mediterranean, severing its ties with the
island of Cyprus and to usurp energy.

In order to determine the true nature of the Eastern Mediterranean Crisis,
which is presented as an energy crisis, the issue is discussed in this report
and the crisis is analyzed in this aspect and counter-policies are proposed to
eliminate the aforementioned blockade.

Natural Gas Fields Discovered in the Eastern Mediterranean

The discovery of the first natural gas field in the Eastern Mediterranean took
place in 1999 in Israeli waters. Continuing exploration in the region, Israel
discovered the Tamar site with approximately 280 billion m3 reserves in 2009
and the Leviathan site with approximately 600 billion m3 reserves in 2010.
Subsequently, in 2011, GASC found a total of 220 billion m* of natural gas in
the Calypso field in 2018, with a total of 129 billion m3 of reserves in the south
of the island of Cyprus. In 2015, Egypt discovered 850 billion m3 of reserves in
the Zohr area offshore, claiming that more than this amount was discovered
in the Noor area.
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2011°de Baslayan Dogu Akdeniz Gaz Savasi

Turkiye’nin 2007°den itibaren Suriye, Urdiin, Liibnan ve Misir’l icine alan Dogu
Akdeniz’de jeostratejik bir Levant hatti olusturma ve bu Ulkeler arasinda NAF-
TA benzeri bir entegrasyon saglama, bu entegrasyona iran, Irak ve Katar’ dahil
ederek Basra, Dogu Akdeniz ve Kizildeniz Gicgeninde genis bir refah alani in-
saa etme tesebblsi 2012°de baslayan Suriye savasi ve 2013’te Misir’daki askeri
darbe sebebiyle hedefine ulasamamistir.

Bu projenin hayata gecirilmesine engel teskil etme bakimindan, Glney Pars
Sahasi gazinin Dogu Akdeniz'den Avrupa’ya ulasmasi konusunda Sii ve Stnni
iki boru hatti projesinin ortaya ¢ikmasi ve birbiriyle catismasinin bydk roli
olmustur. Diinyadaki kanitlanmis gaz rezervleri icerisinde iran’in 31,9 trilyon
m3, Katar’in 24,7 trilyon m? kaynada sahip oldugu bilinmektedir. Bu iki Ulke
rezervlerinin biytk kismi iran ile Katar’in mistereken paylastigi Glney Pars
Dogalgaz Sahasi olarak bilinen offshore alandadir. Tahminlere gére bu sahada
iran’in payi 14,2 trilyon m®, Katar’in payi ise 25,4 trilyon m? olup, sahanin top-
lam gaz rezervi Rusya’nin toplam gaz rezervinden daha fazladir.

I_.-' -'\j" Y ‘f._‘
—L 3 -
| k\ o - iran
=N \
Kuveyt E 046’ -
. X, ¢
1 % %, ) ‘;’-"F“
P > S
’ Kuzey Kubbe ] ‘{
Bahreyn y L‘i. (o e o
f M. O
. M 7z
Katar "'3:.* ‘{ Giiney Pars k /)7‘9/),1,..
o \f| oF ._I W O/.}é?/'
"\ BirlesikArap | Y
. Emirlikleri | N

GUney Pars Sahasi gazinin Dogu Akdeniz’den Avrupa’ya ulasmasi konusunda;
birisi iran, Irak ve Suriye isbirligi ile temsil edilen “Sii boru hatti”, digeri Katar,
Suudi Arabistan, Irak, Suriye ve Turkiye’nin icinde yer aldigi “Sdnni boru hatt1”
olarak adlandirilan iki proje ortaya cikmistir. Obama déneminde iran ambargo-
sunun hafiflemesi ve ABD’nin iran, Irak, Suriye, Libnan sii hatti isbirligine ilimli
yaklasmasi Dogu Akdeniz’e akacak bir sii boru hatti projesini cesaretlendirmis-

Gliney Pars Sahasi
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Eastern Mediterranean Gas War that started in 2011

Since 2007, Turkey has endeavored to establish a geostrategic Eastern
Mediterranean Zone to include Syria, Jordan, Lebanon and Egypt and manifest
a NAFTA like integration among these countries and include Iran, Irag and
Qatar into this integration and build a comprehensive welfare zone in the
triangle of the Basra, the Eastern Mediterranean and the Red Sea; however
this has not been achieved because of the Syrian war that started in 2012 and
the military coup in Egypt in 2013.

The emergence of two conflicting Shiite and Sunni pipeline projects played
a major role in obstructing the implementation of this project and the
transportation of South Pars Field gas from the Eastern Mediterranean to
Europe. Among the proven gas reserves in the world, it is known that Iran has
31.9 trillion m3 and Qatar has 24.7 trillion m3. Most of the reserves of these
two countries are in the offshore area known as South Pars Natural Gas Field,
which Iran and Qatar share jointly. According to the estimates, Iran’s share in
this field is 14.2 trillion m® and the share of Qatar is 25.4 trillion m? and the total
gas reserve of the field is higher than the total gas reserves of Russia.
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South Pars Field

Two projects have emerged for the transportation of Southern Pars Field
gas from the Eastern Mediterranean to Europe, namely the ‘Shiite pipeline’
represented by the cooperation of Iran, Irag and Syria and the ‘Sunni pipeline’
represented by the cooperation of Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Syria and Turkey.
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tir. Her ikisi de Suriye’den gecen hatlar icerisinde Besar Esad rejimi Sam’dan
Akdeniz’e ulasan “Sii boru hatti” ni tercih etmis ve 2011 Temmuz’unda taraflar
mutabakat imzalamistir. 10 milyar dolara mal olmasi ve ¢ yilda tamamlanmasi
ongorllen boru hatti projesi gerceklestirilememistir. Ne yazik ki, Suriye sava-
sini tetikleyen 40 trilyon m¥lik dogalgaz rezervi her iki boru hatti projesinin
rekabeti ve savasi dolayisiyla Dogu Akdeniz’e inmeyi basaramamistir.

Tarkiye’nin énclltgint yaptigi Levant bdlgesinin yerini, ABD ve Avrupa’nin
desteledigi Helen-israil enerji ittifaki doldurmus, Dogu Akdeniz Ulkeleri Tir-
kiye, Suriye, Urdlin, Libnan ve Libya Dogu Akdeniz dogalgaz piyasasi disina
itilmek istenmistir.

Gecen slre icinde sii ve stinni boru hatlari cekismesinin kimseye bir sey kazan-
dirmadigi ortaya cikmis, Katar diger Kérfez Ulkelerinin aksine iran ile makul
komsuluk iliskisini strdidrmede kararh bir tutum takinmistir. Bu tutum, Katar’in
ABD talimati ile diger korfez Ulkeleri tarafindan ablukaya alinmasina sebep
olmustur. Tarkiye’'nin destedi ile Katar bu ablukada ¢cékmemis ve pozisyonunu
degistirmemistir. Gelinen nokta ve alinan dersler, Gliney Pars Dodalgazinin or-
tak menfaatler ve isbirligi dogrultusunda Dodu Akdeniz’e akitilmasinin mim-
kin olacagdini gdstermektedir.

DOGU AKDENIZ DOGALGAZ SAHALARI

Dogu Akdeniz bdlgesinde gaz rezervleri Ulkeler itibariyle soyledir.

israile ait sahalar

ABD’ye ait Noble Enerji firmasi israil’li ortaklari ile, Tamar ve Leviathan gibi
baslica dogal gaz sahalarinin kesfini gerceklestirmis, yapilan ¢alismalar sonu-
cunda, 2009 yilinda Hayfa’nin 90 kilometre aciklarinda bin 700 metre derin-
likte 280 milyar m® rezerve sahip Tamar sahasi bulunmustur. 2010 yilinda Hay-
fa’dan 130 kilometre acikta ve bin 500 derinlikte 600 milyar m? rezerve sahip
Leviathan sahasi kesfedilmistir.

Ulkenin deniz alanlarinda kesfedilen dogal gaz sahalarindan yapilacak ihracat
israil Yiksek Mahkemesi’nce yizde 40’la sinirlandiriimistir.

Giiney Kibris Yonetimi’nin hak iddia ettigi sahalar

GKRY’nin verdigi sondaj ruhsati ile arama yapan Amerikan Noble Energy, Li-
masol’'un 160 kilometre glineyinde ve Leviathan sahasinin 30 kilometre bati-
sinda yer alan 12 numarali bloktaki Afrodit sahasinda bin 700 metre derinlikte
129 milyar m? dogalgaz sahasi bulmustur.
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The easing of the embargo on Iran by the Obama administration and the US’s
moderate approach to the collaboration of Iran, Irag, Syria and Lebanon in
a Shiite pipeline encouraged a Shiite pipeline project that would flow into
the Eastern Mediterranean. Out of the two pipelines, both of which passed
through Syria, the Bashar al-Assad regime preferred the ‘Shiite pipeline’ from
Damascus to the Mediterranean and the parties signed an agreement in July
2071. The pipeline project, which was expected to cost $ 10 billion and be
completed in three years, could not be realized. Unfortunately, the 40 trillion
m3 natural gas reserve that triggered the Syrian war failed debark in the
Eastern Mediterranean due to the competition between the pipeline projects
and the war.

The Eastern Mediterranean zone pioneered by Turkey had been filled by
the Hellene-Israeli alliance supported by the US and the EU, while Eastern
Mediterranean countries Turkey, Syria, Jordan, Lebanon and Libya were being
excluded from the Eastern Mediterranean natural gas market.

Time has revealed that the conflict between the Shiite and Sunni pipelines
has given nothing to anybody, and Qatar, unlike the other Gulf countries, has
been determined to maintain a reasonable neighborly relationship with Iran.
This attitude led to the blockade of Qatar by the US directive and other Gulf
countries. With the support of Turkey, Qatar it did not falter and maintained
its position in this blockade. The point reached and the lessons learned show
that it will be possible to transfer South Pars Natural Gas to the Eastern
Mediterranean in line with common interests and cooperation.

EAST MEDITERRANEAN NATURAL GAS FIELDS

Gas reserves in the Eastern Mediterranean region on a country basis are as
follows:

Israeli sites

The Noble Energy company of the USA, together with its Israeli partners,
discovered the major natural gas fields such as Tamar and Leviathan. As
a result of these studies, in 2009, a 280 billion m?® reserve was found 90
kilometers off Haifa, at a depth of 1,700 meters. In 2010, the Leviathan site
was discovered with a reserve of 600 billion m* at a depth of 1,500 km and
130 kilometers offshore Haifa.

Exports from natural gas fields discovered in the marine areas of the country
have been limited to 40 percent by the Israeli Supreme Court.
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Yine italyan sirketi ENI, 2018°de Kibris adasinin giiney batisinda, 3 bin 827 met-
re derinlikte Calypso sahasinda yaklasik 169-226 milyar m*|iik dogalgaz sahasi
kesfettigini aciklamistir.

Ancak bu sahalar, Kuzey Kibris Tirk Cumhuriyeti’nin TPAO’ya arama ruhsati
verdigi bolgelerle kesismekte olup, bdlgenin sadece Rumlara ait oldugu iddia-
lari Tark tarafinca reddedilmektedir.

10 numarall blokta arama calismalarini sirdldren Exxon ve Qatar Petroleum
ortakligi subat ayi sonunda Glaucus-1 isimli sahada ilk tespitlere gore 142 ile
227 milyar metrekip araliginda blytklige sahip bir dogal gaz rezervi tespit
ettiklerini agiklamistir. Bu saha ihtilafli alan disinda kalmaktadir.

Misir’a ait sahalar

ltalyan ENI tarafindan yapilan sondajda, Misir aciklarinda bulunan Zohr sa-
hasinda 2015 yilinda 850 milyar m® rezerv kesfedilmistir. Bélgenin en blyuk
dogalgaz sahasi olarak bilinen sahanin ruhsat sahibi italyan ENI sirketi Zohr sa-
hasi hisselerinin ylzde 10’unu BP’ye (Birlesik Krallik), ylizde 30’unu Rosneft’e
(Rusya) ve ylzde 10’'unu da Mubadele’ye (BAE kokenli yatirim fonu) satmustir.

2017 Aralk ayi itibariyle, Zohr sahasinda Uretime baslanmis olup sahada ta-
mamlanan 14 kuyunun 10’unda Uretim yapiimaktadir. Uretimin 2019 yili sonun-
da 85 milyon m*/gin’e ulasacadi beklenmektedir.

Italyan ENI tarafindan yapilan aciklamada, Sina yarimadasinin kuzeyinden yak-
lasik 50 kilometre acikta yer alan Noor sahasinda Zohr’dan daha buyUk rezerv
bulunabilecegdi aciklanmistir.

Liibnan’a ait sahalar

2012 yilinda yapilan sismik arastirmalarda, Libnan’in 1 no’lu bélgedeki gaz po-
tansiyeli 700 milyar m® olarak belirlenmistir.

2018 Subat ayinda Fransa’nin Total, italya’nin ENI ve Rusya’nin Novatek sir-
ketlerinden olusan bir konsorsiyuma, Libnan’in deniz sahasinda yer alan 10
bloktan ikisinde petrol arama ve ¢ikarma izni verilmistir.

Ancak bélge Uzerinde hak iddia eden israil'in Savunma Bakani Avigdor Li-
berman, “Bu kita sahanhdi tim standartlar cercevesinde bize aittir” sozleriyle
LGbnan’in petrol arama ve ¢ikarma iznini tanimadigini ilan etmistir.
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Areas claimed by the Southern Cyprus Administration

US Noble Energy explored with the drilling license granted by GASC and found
129 billion m2 natural gas field at a depth of 1,700 meters in the Aphrodite
field in block 12, 160 kilometers south of Limassol and 30 kilometers west of
Leviathan.

In 2018, the Italian company ENI announced that an area of 169-226 billion m?
of natural gas at Calypso field at a depth of 3,882 meters in the south-west of
the island of Cyprus had been discovered.

However, these areas intersect with the zones where the Turkish Republic of
Northern Cyprus granted a license to TPAO and the Turkish side rejects the
claims that the region belongs only to the Greek Cypriots.

Exxon and Qatar Petroleum, which are continuing their exploration work in
block 10, announced that they have identified a natural gas reserve in the area
named Glaucus-1 totalling between 142 and 227 billion cubic meters according
to preliminary assessments. This site is outside the disputed area.

Egyptian sites

During the drilling conducted by Italian ENI, a 850 billion m® reserve was
discovered in 2015 in the Zohr field off the Egyptian coast. Italian ENI company
which holds the license to the area known as the region’s largest natural gas
zone has sold 10% of its shares to the Zohr field to BP (United Kingdom),
30 percent to Rosneft (Russia) and 10 percent to Mubadele (UAE investment
fund).

Production has started in the Zohr field as of December 2017 and 10 of the 14
wells completed in the zone are producing. Production is expected to reach
85 million m* / day by the end of 2019.

According to the Italian ENI, it is possible to find a larger reserve than the Zohr
in the Noor site, about 50 kilometers north of the Sinai peninsula.

Lebanese sites

Seismic surveys carried out in 2012 revealed the gas potential of Lebanon in
region 1to be 700 billion m®.

In February 2018, a consortium consisting of France’s Total, Italy’s ENI and
Russia’s Novatek companies were granted an oil exploration and extraction
license in two of the 10 blocks in the Lebanese marine area.
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BOLGEDEKI DOGAL GAZ VE PETROL REZERVi NE KADAR?

Dogu Akdeniz gazi ile ilgili olarak Rum-Yunan taraflarinca dillendirilen rezerv
miktarlarinin oldukc¢a abartili oldudu ortaya cikmis ve rakamalar sUrekli asadi-
ya dogdru revize edilmistir.

Levant Havzasi adi verilen bélgedeki hidrokarbon rezervleri ile ilgili en kap-
samli ¢alisma Amerikan Jeolojik Arastirma Merkezi (USGS)’nin 2010 yilinda
vayinladigi rapordur. Raporda Levant Havzasr’'nda toplamda 1,7 milyar varillik
iki petrol rezervi oldugu ortaya konulmus, bélgeden cikarilabilecek dogal gaz
rezervi ise 3,45 trilyon m? olarak tahmin edilmistir.

KRiZIN KAYNAGI: MUNHASIR EKONOMIK BOLGE (MEB)
ANLASMALARI

MUnhasir Ekonomik Bélge (MEB), 1982 Birlesmis Milletler Deniz Hukuku S6z-
lesmesi’nin 5. kisminda dizenlenmistir. MEB, karasularinin 6l¢ctimeye bas-
landidi esas hattan itibaren kiyi devlete, 200 deniz miline kadar deniz yatadi
Uzerindeki sularda, deniz yataklarinda ve bunlarin toprak altindaki alanlarinda
birtakim hak ve yetkiler taniyan deniz alanina denilmektedir.

Sahildar devletler kita sahanhgdina herhangi bir bildirim yapmadan kendiligin-
den sahiptirler. MEB ise ancak ilan etme yoluyla kazanilabilir. Devletler kendi-
liginden bu alana sahip bulunmayip, minhasir ekonomik bdlge kararini ilan
etmek zorundadrr.

Dogu Akdeniz cografyasi dikkate alindiginda, karsilikli kiyilarin uzunlugu 400
deniz milinden kisadir. Bu nedenle bu bdlgedeki devletlerin MEB sinirlarinin
belirlenmesi icin karsilikl mutabakatlari gerekmektedir.

GKRY, Kuzey Kibris Tirk Cumhuriyeti’nin yok sayarak “Kibris Cumhuriyeti” adi-
na Misir (2003), Libnan (2007) ve Israil ile (2010) MEB anlasmalari imzalaya-
rak Dogu Akdeniz’i kendi aralarinda paylasmislardir. Turkiye 2004 yilinda, Rum
yénetiminin MEB anlasmlarini BM’ye tasiyarak, 32 derece 16 dakika 18 saniye
Dogu boylaminin batisinda Tarkiye’nin ¢ikari oldugunu bildirmistir.

Misir'in merhum cumhurbaskani Muhammed Mursi, Nisan 2012’de Misir’in Is-
rail ile yaptigi dogal gaz sevk anlasmasini uygulamadan kaldirip, 2003 yilinda
GKRY ile imzalanan MEB anlasmasini da Mart 2013‘te fesh etmistir. Mursi y6-
netiminin tercihi Turkiye dnderliginde teskil edilmeye calisilan Levant isbirli-
gi icerisinde yer almakti. Ancak darbe ile iktidara gelen General Sisi dnceki
anlasmalari tekrar yUrarlige koydu. Bu durum, Dogu Akdeniz gaz isbirliginin
kirilganhgini, siyasi iktidar degisimi ile anlasmalarin rafa kalkabilecegini gds-
termektedir.
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However, Israel’'s Defense Minister Avigdor Liberman, who has claimed
rights over the region, declared that he did not recognize oil exploration
and extraction permits issued by Lebanon by saying, “This continental shelf
belongs to us within all standards”.

WHAT IS THE SCOPE OF THE NATURAL GAS AND OIL RESERVE IN
THE REGION?

It was discovered that the amount of reserves expressed by Greek Cypriot-
Greek parties regarding Eastern Mediterranean gas was quite exaggerated
and the numbers were constantly being revised and downscaled.

The most comprehensive study on hydrocarbon reserves in the Eastern
Mediterranean Basin is the American Geological Research Center (USGS)
report published in 2010. The report shows that there are two 1.7 billion barrel
oil reserves in the Eastern Mediterranean Basin and the natural gas reserves
that can be extracted from the region are estimated to be 3.45 trillion m3.

THE SOURCE OF THE CRISIS: EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE (EEZ)
AGREEMENTS:

The Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) is regulated in section 5 of the 1982 United
Nations Convention on Maritime Law. The EEZ refers to the coastal state from
the main line where the territorial waters begin to be measured, to the sea
area and describes some rights and powers in the waters on the seabed up to
200 nautical miles, in the seabed and in the areas under the ground.

Coastal states automatically own the continental shelf without the need for
any notification. EEZ can only be earned through proclamation. States do
not inherently have this domain and must declare the decision regarding the
exclusive economic zone.

Considering the Eastern Mediterranean geography, the length of the coasts is
less than 400 nautical miles. Therefore, the mutual agreement of the states in
this region is necessary for the determination of the EEZ boundaries.

By ignoring the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus, GASC signed EEZ
agreements with Egypt (2003), Lebanon (2007) and Israel (2010) on behalf
of the ‘Republic of Cyprus’ and divided the Eastern Mediterranean among
themselves. In 2004, Turkey took the EEZ agreements of the Greek Cypriot
Administration to the UN and declared that Turkey had interests at 32 degrees
16 minutes 18 seconds west of the East longitude.
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TURK TARAFI-GKRY [HTILAFI

Tarkiye’nin BM nezdinde itirazlarina ragmen GKRY, 2007’nin basinda Turki-
ye’nin tanimadigi MEB’de 13 adet arama sahasi ilan etmis ve uluslararasi sir-
ketlere ruhsat dagitmistir.

Rum tarafinin sondaj faaliyetlerine 19 Eyltl 2011 tarihinde baslandidini acikla-
masi Gzerine Turkiye, KKTC ile 21 Eyltl 2017°de Kita Sahanhdi Sinirlandirma An-
lasmasi imzalamistir. Anlasma  Kibris Turklerinin, Kibrisli Rumlar gibi Ada’nin
kita sahanhginin tima Gzerinde mesru, esit ve ayrilmaz haklari bulundugunu
kabul etmektedir. Anlasmanin imzalanmasindan sonra KKTC Bakanlar Kurulu,
Tirkiye Petrolleri Anonim Ortakligi (TPAO)’'na Kuzey Kibris deniz yetki alanla-
rinda petrol ve dogalgaz arama ruhsati verme karari almistir.

Antalya iskenderun

Tiirkiye Mersin E

' Antalya Korfezi

Kita sahanligi —
sinirlandirma  |—/———

F—

cizgisi L= Suriye

Liibnan

Kita Sahanlgi Sinirlandirma Cizgisi

Tarkiye dis sinirlarint MEB yerine “kita sahanhdi” prensibi ile belirlemistir. 18
Mart 2019'da BM’ye gdnderilen mektupla Dogu Akdeniz kita sahanligi siniri-
miz, doguda 32 derece, 16 dakika, 18 saniye Dogu Meridyeni ile 28 derece Batli
Meridyeni olarak tespit edilmis ve Misir ile Turkiye deniz yetki alaninin ortay
hatti Turkiye’nin kita sahanhdi hudutlari olarak tespit ifade edilmistir. Ayrica, 28
derece boylaminin batisi da miteakip sinirlamalara tabi olacaktir.
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In April 2012, Egypt’s late president, Mohammed Mursi, abolished Egypt’s
natural gas shipment agreement with Israel and abolished the EEZ agreement
signed with the GASC in March 2003. The Mursi administration wanted to
be included in the Eastern Mediterranean Cooperation sought to be formed
under the leadership of Turkey. However, General Sisi, who came to power
with a coup, re-enacted the previous agreements. This situation shows the
fragility of the Eastern Mediterranean gas cooperation and that agreement
can be put on the back burner with the change in political power.

TURKISH PARTY- GASC CONFLICT

Despite Turkey’s UN appeal, GASC declared 13 exploration areas with the
EEZ that Turkey did not recognize at the beginning of 2007 and distributed
licenses to international companies.

When the Greek Cypriot side announced that drilling operations had started on
September 19, 2011, Turkey signed a Continental Shelf Delimitation Agreement
TRNC on 21 September 2011. The Agreement recognizes that Turkish Cypriots,
like Greek Cypriots, have legitimate, equal and inseparable rights over the
entire continental shelf of the Island. After signing the agreement the TRNC
Council of Ministers decided to grant oil and natural gas exploration permits to
Turkish Petroleum Corporation (TPAQO) in the Northern Cyprus maritime zone.

Antalya iskenderun

Turkey Mersin E

" Gulf of Antalya

Continental

Shelf

Delimitation [ Syria
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Lebanon

Continental Shelf Delimitation Line

Turkey established its external borders according to the principle of
“continental shelf” instead of EEZ. On March 18, 2019 a correspondence was
dispatched to the UN to inform that our Eastern Mediterranean continental
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Tufk Kita Sahanhgi
GKRY’nin ilan ettigi 13 adet ruhsat sahasindan yedisi (1-2-3-8-9-12-13) Kuzey

Kibris Tirk Cumhuriyeti’'nin Turk Petrolleri Anonim Ortakligrna (TPAO) arama
ruhsati verdigi alanlarla kesismektedir.

Kibris cevresindeki ihtilafli deniz alanlari

W Guney Kibris'in MEB kabul
ettigi parseller

B Kuzey Kibris'in TPAO’ya
ruhsat verdigi bolgeler

Kesisen alanlar

GKRY’nin sondaj izni verdigi sahalar ve sirketler asagidaki gibidir:
2,3 ve 9’no’lu sahalarda italyan ENI, Giiney Koreli KOGAS

6 ve 11 no’lu sahalarda Fransiz Total ve italyan ENI

8’no’lu sahada italyan ENi
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shelf border had been determined as 32 degrees east, 16 minutes, 18 seconds
East meridian and 28 degrees West Meridian and that the median line of
Egypt’s and Turkey’s maritime jurisdiction was determined as the continental
shelf borders of Turkey. In addition, west of 28 degrees longitude would be
subject to subsequent restrictions.

&

Turkish Continental Shelf \

\

Turkish Continental Shelf

Seven (1-2-3-8-9-12-13) of the 13 license areas announced by the GASC
intersect with the areas where the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus has
granted exploration licenses to the Turkish Petroleum Corporation (TPAO).

Controversial marine zones around Cyprus.

™ Parcels accepted as EEZ in
South Cyprus

B Zones licensed to TPAO by
Northern Cyprus

Intersecting areas
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12’inci sahada ABD’li Nobel, israil’li Delek ve Anver ile ingiliz BG
10’uncu sahada ABD’li Exxon Mobil ve Katar’li Petroleum.

Rumlar, Dogu Akdeniz hidrokarbon kaynaklarindan hem Tirkleri saf disi tu-
tarak faydalanmak istemekte hem de verdikleri arama ruhsatlari ile Tarkiye’yi
ABD ve AB ile catistiracak tehlikeli bir strateji izlemektedirler.l

Turkiye, 2018 yilinin subat ayinda, GKRY icin sondaj aramalarina baslayan ital-
yan sirketi ENi’ye ait sondaj gemisini bdlgedeki askeri calismalari gerekce gos-
tererek engelleyerek bu plana meydan okumustur.

KKTC’nin TPAQ’ya ruhsatlandirdigi sahalarda sismik arastirma gemisi “Barba-
ros Hayreddin Pasa” ve sondaj gemisi “Fatih” calismalara baslamistir. Temmuz
ayl icinde ikinci sondaj gemisi “Yavuz” da KKTC sahalarinda sondaj gercekles-
tirmeye baslayacaktir.

EASTMED (DOGU AKDENIZ BORU HATTI)

AB Enerji Direktoérl0gdi’niin finansmani ile Dogu Akdeniz gazinin Avrupa’ya
boru hatti ile sevki icin EastMed (Dogu Akdeniz Boru Hatti) projesi Edison
sirketine yaptirildi.

Yunanistan-Italya __
Baglantisi °

Guney Akim
Baglantisi

Dogu Akdeniz = T s wrona e e

Boru Hatti Libya- Yunanistan 2 = £

ve Muhtemel Baglantisi ) goe : [ bl o E H.:}
Baglantilar 4 ’ Arap Gaz LS

EastMed Boru Hatti
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The sites and companies for which GASC issued drilling permits are as follows:
Italian ENI, South Korean KOGAS in areas 2, 3and 9

Total and Italian ENI in areas 6 and 1

Italian ENI in area 8

US Nobel, Israeli Delek and Anver and British BG in area 12,

US Exxon Mobil and Qatar Petroleum in area 10.

The Greek Cypriots are applying a dangerous strategy by endeavoring to
benefit from the Eastern Mediterranean hydrocarbon resources by excluding
the Turks and instigating conflict between Turkey and the US and the EU with
the exploration licenses that they issue. 1

Turkey challenged this plan in February 2018 when the Italian company ENI
started drilling exploration works for GASC by obstructing the drilling rig
citing a military operation in the region.

Seismic research vessel “Barbaros Hayreddin Pasha” and drilling vessel “Fatih”
started to work in the fields licensed by the TRNC to TPAO. In July, the second
drilling vessel “Yavuz” will also start drilling on TRNC sites.

EASTMED (EAST MEDITERRANEAN PIPELINE)

EastMed (East Mediterranean Pipeline) project for the delivery of Eastern
Mediterranean gas to Europe via pipeline was commissioned by Edison and
financed by the EU Energy Directorate.

Greece-lItaly
connection

Sou am
connection

The East e Israel-Cyprus

5 h o connection
Med P|pe||ne Libya-Greece

and Possible connection
Connections -

EastMed Pipeline
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Projede yilda 16 milyar m® dogalgaz tasima kapasiteli boru hattinin israil’in
Leviathan sahasindan (ve Leviathan’a yakin olan Afrodit sahasindan) baslayip,
Kibris adasina ugradiktan sonra Girit adas! Uzerinden Yunanistan’a ulasmasi,
buradan Poseidon ile italya’ya ve Bulgaristan piyasalarina ulasmasi planlan-
mistir. Denizin 3,3 kilometre derinligine kadar inecek olan boru hattinin uzun-
lugu 2.000 km (1.243 mil)’dir. Leviathan ve Afrodit sahalarindan Kibris’a 200
km, Kibris’tan Girit’e 700 km, Girit’ten Yunanistan’a 400 km, Yunanistan icinde
de 600 km’lik bir boru hatti insasi 6ngérilmastir. Boru hatti kara kismi 427,
deniz kisimlari ise 24” - 32” arasinda olacak sekilde dizayn edilmistir. EastMed
boru hatti glzergahinin Turkiye karasularindan gecmeyerek bypass edilmesi
tercih edilmistir. EastMed projesinin baslamasi halinde 5 yil icinde tamamlana-
cadi ve 6 milyar Euro’ya mal olacadi hesap edilmistir. Ancak uzmanlar maliye-
tin iki katini bulabilecedini dederlendirmektedirler.

3 Nisan 2017’de Tel Aviv’de, israil, Yunanistan, GKRY ve Misir, Dogu Akdeniz
Boru Hatti (EastMed) projesinde isbirligi icin anlasmaya vardilar.

Projenin Verimliligi
Fizibilite calismalarina gbre, EastMed projesinin gerceklesebilmesi icin projeye
6 milyar euroluk yatirim yapiimasi gerekmektedir.

On fizibilite calismalari, projenin hem teknik hem de ticari olarak uygulanabilir
oldugunu iddia etmekteyse de, uzmanlar bu fikirde degiller. Geri déntsimi
uzun zaman alan bu tr projelere yatirim yapacak olanlar, dodalgazin rekabet-
¢i bir fiyattan satilabilir olmasini, yeterli arzin saglanmasini ve yatirim sahasin-
da jeopolitik bir glivenin mevcudiyetini temel sart olarak aramaktadirlar.

Halbuki Turkiye, Yunanistan ve GKRY tarafindan ilan edilen Minhasir Ekono-
mik Bolgeleri tanimiyor ve kita sahanlidini ihlal eden hidrokarbon faaliyetlerine
itiraz ederek, buralardaki arama faaliyetlerini kendi kita sahanligina tecaviz
olarak degerlendirip savas sebebi gdérmektedir. Gerek boru hattinin 3.3 kilo-
metre derinlikte insaasinin teknik ve topografik bakimdan gli¢c olmasi, Avru-
pa’ya ihrac edilecek dogalgazin Rus dogalgazindan ¢cok daha pahaliya arz edi-
lecek olmasi (Dogu Akdeniz gazinin Avrupa’ya varis yerindeki fiyatinin 7US$/
MMBTU olacagi hesaplanirken Gazprom gazinin 4/MMBTU’dan bile satilsa kar
edebilecedi iddia ediliyor), Tarkiye’nin kendisini dislayan bu olusuma karsi ¢ik-
masl! sebebiyle jeopolitik glivenligin saglanamamis olmasi bugline kadar pro-
jeye yatirimci bulunmasini engellemistir.

Ote yandan, Dogu Akdeniz'deki gaz rezervlerine iliskin abartili rakamlar strekli
revize edilerek asadi cekilmektedir. Toplam rezerv halihazirda 3,4 trilyon m?
olarak telafuz edilmektedir. Dolayisiyla projede éngdrulen yillik 16 milyar m3
dogalgazin temini bile stpheli bulunmaktadir. Kisacasi, Dogu Akdeniz’'in gaz
ihracat potansiyeli hentiz net bir sekilde tanimlanmamis olup, ihracat potansi-
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In the project, it is planned that a pipeline with a capacity of 16 billion m? of
natural gas per year will start from Israel’s Leviathan area (and the Aphrodite
site close to Leviathan) and reach Greece via the island of Crete after crossing
the island of Cyprus, from here to Poseidon and reach the Italian and Bulgarian
markets. The length of the pipeline which will be at a depth of 3,3 km will reach
2,000 km (1,243 miles). The pipeline construction will consist of a pipeline of
200 km to Cyprus from Leviathan and Aphrodite sites, 700 km from Cyprus
to Crete, 400 km from Crete to Greece, and 600 km of pipeline within Greece.
The pipeline is designed to be 42” on land and between 24” to 32” under
water. The Eastmed pipeline route bypasses Turkish territorial waters. It is
estimated that if the EastMed project starts, it will be completed within 5 years
and cost 6 billion Euros. However, experts believe that the cost could double.

On April 3, 2017 in Tel Aviv, Israel, Greece, GASC and Egypt agreed to co-
operate on the Eastern Mediterranean Pipeline (EastMed) project.

Project Efficiency

According to the feasibility studies, an investment of 6 billion Euro is required
for the EastMed project to be realized.

Although preliminary feasibility studies claim that the projectis both technically
and commercially viable, experts do not agree. Those who are looking to
invest in such projects which take a long time to generate yield, are looking
for the availability of natural gas at a competitive price, a sufficient supply and
geopolitical security in the investment area as fundamental conditions.

Whereas, Turkey does not recognize the Exclusive Economic Zones declared
by Greece and GASC and objects to the hydrocarbon activities which
violate the continental shelf and considers the exploration activity as an
encroachment on its continental shelf and a reason for war. The fact that both
the construction of the pipeline at a depth of 3.3 kilometers will be technically
and topographically difficult, and the natural gas to be exported to Europe will
be much more expensive than Russian gas (Eastern Mediterranean gas will be
priced at 7US $ / MMBTU at the destination of Europe, while it is alleged that
Gazprom could sell at 4 / MMBTU) and still make a profit) and the absence of
geopolitical security because Turkey objects to this externalizing formation
have prevented the project from finding investors so far.

On the other hand, exaggerated figures for gas reserves in the Eastern
Mediterranean are constantly being revised and reduced. The total reserve
is currently pronounced at 3.4 trillion m3. Therefore, even the provision of
16 billion m3 of natural gas foreseen in the project is doubtful. In short, the
gas export potential of the Eastern Mediterranean is not yet clearly defined,
and the export potential will become clearer depending on the domestic gas
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veli ic gaz talebine de baglh olarak netlesecektir. Su haliyle EastMed boru hatti
ile Avrupa’ya gaz ihraci bir fantaziden dteye gecemeyecek gibi gérinmektedir.
Nitekim, italya’nin projeye devam etmekte tereddiitlii hali izlenmektedir.

EastMed projesinin en makul alternatifi, gazin Tlrkiye Uzerinden Avrupa’ya
ulasmasidir. Boyle bir hattin uzunlugunun yaklasik 500 km ve maliyetinin 2
milyar dolar olacagr hesaplanmaktadir. Bdyle bir hat Turkiye’nin i¢ dogalgaz
ihtiyacinin bir kismini karsilayabilecedi gibi, TANAP vasitasiyla Avrupa’ya ta-
sinmasl da mimkun olabilecektir. Ancak politik gerekcelerle bu rasyonel alter-
natif glindemde degildir.

EastMed’e Alternatif Misir LNG Terminalleri

Misir, EastMed hattinin gercekci olmadigini iddia ederek, bu hat yerine israil ve
GKRY gazinin Misir Idku ve Damietta’daki LNG isleme tesislerinde islendikten
sonra sivi gaz olarak ihra¢ edilmesini teklif etmektedir.

GKRY Enerji Bakani George Lakkotrypis ile Misir Enerji Bakani Tarek El Molla,
19 Eylul 2018 tarihinde denizalti boru hatti anlasmasini imzaladilar. Anlasma
ile; Kibris’in Afrodit gaz sahasindan cikarilan gaz Misir’in Idku’daki LNG tesisine
bir boru hatti ile tasinacaktir. Rumlar bu gazi sivilastirildiktan sonra Avrupa’ya
ihrac etmeyi disinmektedirler.

ABD’li Noble Enerji ve israil’li Delek sirketleri; Tamar ve Leviathan sahalarindan
Urettikleri gazi Misirin LNG tesislerine tasimak Uzere, israil ve Misir'i bagla-
yan, EMG (East Mediterranean Gas Company)’ye ait denizalti boru hattinin
hisselerini satina aldilar. israil’den Misir’a gaz akisinin 2019 yili icinde baslamasi
bekleniyor.

Dogu Akdeniz gazinin boru hattiyla tasinmasi yerine LNG olarak satiimasi
en akilci yol kabul edilmesine ragmen GKRY’nin adada LNG tesisleri ile gazi
kendisinin islemesi mimkan gértlmiyor. Tesis yatiriminin 5 milyar dolara mal
olmasi ve isleyecek yeterli gaza ulasilamamasi GKRY’yi Misir'a mahkum ede-
cek gdzukiyor. Benzer bir durum israil icin de séz konusudur. Flize saldirisi
altindaki israil'in kendi topraklarinda LNG tesisi kurmasi ve korumasinin giic
oldugu belirtilmektedir.

DOGU AKDENIZ DOGAL GAZ FORUMU (EMGF)

Misir, Yunanistan, israil, italya, Urdn, Filistin, Glney Kibris Rum Yénetimi’nin
enerji bakanlari 14 Ocak 2018 tarihinde Kahire’de, Diinya Bankasi ve Avrupa
Birligi Komisyonu’nun da bulundugdu toplantida bir araya gelerek dogdal gaz
konusunda ortak vizyon ve amaclar cercevesinde yakin is birligi saglamak
amaciyla bir Dogu Akdeniz Gaz Forumu (EMGF) olusturma karari aldilar.
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demand. As such, the EastMed pipeline seems to be no more than a fantasy
for gas exports to Europe. As a matter of fact, it is noted that Italy is hesitant
to continue the project.

The most reasonable alternative to the Eastmed project is gas reaching
Europe via Turkey. It is estimated that the length of such a pipeline would
be approximately 500 km long and the cost would be 2 billion dollars. Such
a pipeline can partially cover Turkey’s internal gas needs and TANAP can be
used to transport gas to Europe. However, this rational alternative is not on the
agenda for political reasons.

Egypt’s LNG Terminals as an Alternative to EastMed

Egypt claims that the EastMed pipeline is unrealistic and proposes that Israel
and GASC gas is exported as liquid gas after being processed at the LNG
processing plants in Egypt’s Idku and Damietta.

The GASC Minister for Energy George Lakkotrypis and Egyptian Energy Minister
Tarek El Molla signed the underwater pipeline agreement on 19 September
2018. With this agreement the gas extracted from Cyprus’ Aphrodite gas field
will be transported to Egypt’s LNG facility in Idku by a pipeline. The Greek
Cypriots intend to export this gas to Europe after it has been liquefied.

US Noble Energy and Israeli Delek companies purchased the shares of the
EMG (East Mediterranean Gas Company) underwater pipeline, which connects
Israel and Egypt, to transport the gas produced from the Tamar and Leviathan
fields to Egypt’s LNG facilities. Israeli gas flow to Egypt is expected to start
in 2019.

Although selling Eastern Mediterranean gas as LNG instead of transporting
by pipeline is considered the most rational option, it is not possible for GASC
to process the gas itself with LNG facilities on the island. It seems that the
investment of the facility will cost $ 5 billion and the lack of sufficient gas
to operate will condemn GASC to Egypt. A similar situation exists for Israel.
It is argued that Israel being under missile attacks will have difficulties in
establishing and protecting LNG facilities on its territory.

EAST MEDITERRANEAN NATURAL GAS FORUM (EMGF)

The energy ministers of Egypt, Greece, Israel, Italy, Jordan, Palestine and
Cyprus met at a meeting which was also attended by the World Bank and the
European Commission on 14 January 2018 in Cairo and agreed to establish an
Eastern Mediterranean Gas Forum (EMGF) to ensure a common vision and
objectives framework regarding natural gas as well as close cooperation.
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EMGF Katihmcilar

Yapilan aciklamada, forumun ana hedeflerinin, arz ve talep dengesi ve giivenli-
gini saglayarak Uyelerin ¢ikarlarina hizmet edecek bdlgesel bir gaz piyasasinin
kurulmasi oldugu kaydedildi.

Akdeniz’e kiyisi olan Ulkelerden Turkiye, Kuzey Kibris Tark Cumhuriyeti, Lib-
nan, Suriye ve Libya Forum’da yer almadi. Bu forum ile birlikte Dodu Akde-
niz’de kiyisi bulunan Glkeler

-Misir, Yunanistan, israil, Urdiin, Giney Kibris Rum Yénetimi
-Turkiye, KKTC, Libnan, Suriye ve Libya
olarak iki eksene ayrilmis oldular.

Bu ayrisma, tabii olarak bdlgede dislananlar tarafindan kurulmasi kaciniimaz
ikinci bir ittifakin dogusuna zemin hazirlayacaktir.

Halen, Libya’da Halife Hafter giclerini destekleyen ABD, israil, Fransa ve Misir,
BAE ve Suudi Arabistan’in da katkisiyla BM tarafindan taninan Trablus merkezli
mesru Ulusal Mutabakat HikUmeti’'ni ortadan kaldirip, yerine Dogu Akdeniz
enerji ittifaki ve glic dengesinde kukla bir ydnetimi isbasina getirme micade-
lesi veriyorlar. Ancak Turkiye’nin Ulusal Mutabakat Hikimeti’ni siyasi ve askeri
bakimdan destekleme kararllidi bu projeyi bosa cikartacak gibi gériinmekte-
dir.
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EMGF Participants

According to the issued statement the main goals of the forum were to
establish a regional gas market that would serve the interests of the members
by ensuring a balance of supply and demand as well as security.

Among countries bordering the Mediterranean, Turkey, the Turkish Republic
of Northern Cyprus, Lebanon, Syria and Libya did not take part in the Forum.
With this forum, countries with coastline on the Eastern Mediterranean have
separated into two groups:

- Egypt, Greece, Israel, Jordan, Cyprus
-Turkey, TRNC, Lebanon, Syria and Libya

This separation, of course, will inevitably lead to the emergence of a second
alliance to be established by those excluded in the region.

The United States with the support of Israel, France and Egypt, the UAE and
Saudi Arabia are still trying to eliminate the Tripoli-based legitimate National
Consensus Government-recognized by the United Nations, by currently
supporting the Caliph Hafter forces in Libya to replace the government with
a puppet administration in favor of the Eastern Mediterranean energy alliance
and power balance. However, it seems like this project will be unsuccessful
with Turkey’s commitment to provide political and military support to the
National Consensus Government.
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DOGU AKDENIZ GAZ ITTIFAKINDA BOLGE DISI AKTORLERIN
TUTUMU

Amerika Birlesik Devletleri

ABD Kara Kuvvetleri Komutani General Mark Alexander Milley, 2018 Adus-
tos’unda Rum ydnetimine siirpriz bir ziyaret gerceklestirerek, Rumlardan deniz
ve hava Usleri konusunda “kolaylik” talebinde bulundu. ABD, 7 Kasim 2018 ta-
rihinde GKRY ile glvenlik alaninda karsilikli is birliginin gelistiriimesine yonelik
bir niyet mektubu imzaladi.

ABD Disisleri Bakani Mike Pompeo, 13 Mart 2019°’da Houston’da dlnyanin en
bUylk enerji sirketlerinin Ust dizey ydneticilerine ve petrol bakanlarina hita-
ben yaptig konusmada Rusya, Cin, Venezuella ve iran’a karsi enerji savasi ilan
ettiklerini aciklayarak, Amerikanin sadece enerji ihra¢ etmedigini, ticari deger
sistemini de dost ve ortaklarina ihrac ettigini, dolayisiyla Avrupalilardan Rus
gazl yerine daha pahal da olsa Amerikan LNG’si almalarini istedi. Konusma-
sinda, ABD’nin gaz basta olmak Gzere, enerijiyi bir dis politika araci olarak kul-
lanacagini ilan etmis oldu.

ABD Disisleri Bakani Mike Pompeo, bir hafta sonra (20 Mart 2019) Kudis’te ya-
pilan ve Kibris Rum Yénetimi Cumhurbaskani Nicos Anastasiades, Yunanistan
Basbakani Alexis Tsipras ve israil Basbakani Benjamin Netanyahu’nun katildig
{cll zirveye dahil oldu. Pompeo israil, Yunanistan ve Kibris’in olusturdugu Gcli
mekanizmaya ABD tarafindan verilen destedin arttiginin dnemini vurguladi.
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ATTITUDE OF NON-REGIONAL ACTORS IN THE EAST
MEDITERRANEAN GAS ALLIANCE

The United States of America

US Land Forces Commander General Mark Alexander Milley paid a surprise visit
to the Greek Cypriot administration in August 2018, requesting “facilitation’
from the Greek Cypriots regarding sea and air bases. On 7 November 2018,
the United States signed a letter of intent for the development of mutual
cooperation with GASC regarding security.

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, in his address to senior executives of the
world’s largest energy companies and oil ministers in Houston on March 13,
2019, declared that they had declared an energy war against Russia, China,
Venezuela and Iran and explained that the USA did not only export energy
but their commercial values system to friends and partners and therefore
requested that Europeans buy American LNG, albeit more expensive gas,
instead of Russian gas. In his speech, he declared that the United States would
use energy, especially gas, as a foreign policy instrument.

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo participated in the trilateral summit held
in Jerusalem one week later (March 20, 2019) attended by Greek Cypriot
President Nicos Anastasiades, Greek Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras and Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. Pompeo emphasized the importance of
increased US support for the tripartite mechanism comprised of Israel, Greece
and Cyprus.

NCE
NV

T INSTITUTE OF
STRATEGI
THINKING

29



ANALYSIS

30

ABD, Turkiye’nin Dogu Akdeniz’de yok sayilan haklarini koruma tesebbUsine
itiraz ederek pozisyonunu netlestirdi. ABD Disisleri Bakanligi Mlstesar Yardim-
cisi Matthew Palmer, 8 Haziran 2019’da yaptigi aciklamada Tarkiye’nin Kibris
aciklarindaki sondaj faaliyetlerini elestirdi ve bu faaliyetlerin durdurulmasini
istediklerini soyledi.

Ankara’nin Dogu Akdeniz’e ikinci bir sondaj gemisi géndermesinin ardindan
26 Haziran’”da ABD Senatosu “Dogu Akdeniz Glvenlik ve Enerji Ortakligi
Tasarisi”’na onay verdi. Tasarl ABD, israil, Yunanistan ve Kibris arasinda enerji
isbirligini koordine edecek bir ABD-Dogu Akdeniz Enerji Merkezi kurulmasini
éngorlyor. Tasarlya gdre ayrica; Kibris’a silah satisi ile ilgili kisitlamalar kaldi-
rilacak, Yunanistan’a 3 milyon ABD Dolari tutarinda askeri dogrudan yardim
yapilacak ve 2020-2022 yillari arasi mali ddnemlerinde Yunanistan ve Kibris’a

Uluslararasi Askeri Egitim Yardimi yapilacak.

ABD-Dogu Akdeniz Enerji Merkezi ile ABD’nin, Dogu Akdeniz’de zayiflayan
glclnt artirmayi, EastMed blokunu kendi hedeflerine uygun bir savunma itti-
fakina dénustirmeyi, EastMed blogunu kullanarak, icine Cezayir, Misir, Urdin,
Moritanya, Fas ve Tunus’un da dahil olacadi daha genis bir bloku olusturmayi
istedigi, ABD merkezli ExxonMobil'in Dogu Akdeniz’deki varliginin ekonomik
olmaktan ziyade ABD politikalarina destek vermek icin oldugu degerlendiril-
mektedir.

Hudson Institute’lin 11 Aralik 2014 tarihli “Energy: The West’s Strategic Oppor-
tunity in the Eastern Mediterranean” baslikli raporunda; Dogu Akdeniz'deki
hidrokarbon kaynaklarin gelistiriimesi, israil'in enerji ihtiyacinda kendine yeter-
liliginin saglanmasi, Kibris’in ekonomik olarak rahatlatiimasi, bélgede givenli
bir enerji Uretim sektdrinin yaratilmasi ile Avrupa’ya dogrudan gaz arzi temin
ederek AB’nin Rusya’dan gelen enerjiye olan bagimliligini azaltacak bir Dogu
Akdeniz dizeni 6ngérilmastir.

Raporda; ABD’nin Dogu Akdeniz’deki glcli deniz kuvveti varligini yeniden te-
sis etmesi, NATO (yesi olan Fransa ve italya’nin bdlgesel glivenlik yapilanmasi-
na entegre olmasi, GKRY’nin NATO’ya Uye kabul edilmesi ve silah ambargosu-
nun yumusatiimasi, bélgedeki liberal demokrasileri basta Rusya ve iran olmak
Uzere revizyonist glclerin saldirilarini engellemek icin givenlik is birligini des-
teklemeyi strdtrmek stratejinin parcalari olarak sayilmistir. Dogu Akdeniz'deki
gelismelerin bu rapor vizyonuna uygun olarak ytrtdtga géralmektedir.

Raporda Tirkiye ile alakali olarak; ABD’nin, Turkiye’nin yenilenmis glvenligini
kazanmaya calisip, savunma ve Dogu Akdeniz’de hukuka dayali bir glivenlik
dizeninin gelismesinde anahtar rol oynayacak ortak olarak goérilmesini sag-
lamanin gerektigi vurgulanmistir. Ancak TUrkiye’nin S-400 savunma sistemi
almasiyla Turkiye icin 6ngdrilen rol suya dasmustar.
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The US clarified its position by objecting to Turkey’s attempt to protect its
rights ignored in the eastern Mediterranean. US Deputy Assistant Secretary of
State Matthew Palmer made a statement on June 8, 2019 criticizing Turkey’s
drilling activities offshore of Cyprus and demanded that these activities be
stopped.

After Ankara sent a second drilling vessel to the Eastern Mediterranean, the US
Senate approved the “Eastern Mediterranean Security and Energy Partnership
Draft’ on 26 June. The bill envisions the establishment of a US-Eastern
Mediterranean Energy Center to co-ordinate energy cooperation between
the US, lIsrael, Greece and Cyprus. According to the bill, restrictions on the
sale of arms to Cyprus will be abolished, US $ 3 million in military aid will be
provided directly to Greece and International Military Training Assistance will
be provided to Greece and Cyprus during the fiscal years 2020-2022.

The US intends to increase its weakening power in the Eastern Mediterranean
with the East Mediterranean Energy Center, to transform the EastMed bloc
into a defense alliance for its goals, use the EastMed bloc and establish a
more extended bloc with the addition of Algeria, Egypt, Jordan, Mauritania,
Morocco and Tunisia while the US-based ExxonMobil’s presence in the Eastern
Mediterranean is intended to support US policy rather than an economic asset.

Hudson Institute’s report dated December 11, 2014, Energy: The West’s
Strategic Opportunity in the Eastern Mediterranean projects an Eastern
Mediterranean order for the development of hydrocarbon resources in the
Eastern Mediterranean, ensuring self-sufficiency in Israel’s energy needs,
economic easing of Cyprus, creation of a secure energy production sector in
the region, and reducing the EU’s dependence on energy from Russia with a
direct gas supply.

In the report, the US reestablishes a strong naval presence in the Eastern
Mediterranean, NATO-member France and ltaly are integrated into regional
security structuring, GASC is accepted as a member in NATO and the arms
embargo is moderated, the liberal democracies in the region are supported
with security related cooperation to prevent the attacks of revisionist forces,
primarily Russia and Iran. It is noted that the developments in the Eastern
Mediterranean are executed in line with the vision of this report.

In the report as relevant to Turkey, the US emphasizes the necessity to regain
the trust of Turkey as a partner to undertake the key role of in developing
a defense and security order in the Eastern Mediterranean which is based on
law. However, since Turkey acquired the S-400 defense system, the envisaged
role has become a moot point.
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Avrupa Birligi

Tarkiye’nin Fatih sondaj gemisini Kibris aciklarina géndermesi ve geminin
GKRY’nin ruhsat verdigi bdlgelerde dogdalgaz aramalarina baslamasi Uzerine
Avrupa Konseyi Baskani Donald Tusk, 9 Mayis 2019’da yaptidi aciklamada “Av-
rupa Birligi Kibrisin arkasindadir. Tarkiye’yi AB Uyesi Ulkelerin egemenligine
saygll olmaya cagdiriyoruz. Avrupa Konseyi gelismeleri yakindan izlemeye de-
vam edecektir” diye GKRY ve Yunanistan’a destegdini aciklamistir.

Fransa

Fransa ile GUney Kibris Rum Yénetimi Savunma Bakanlari arasinda 15 Mayis’ta
savunma isbirligi anlasmasi imzalandi. Anlasma ile, Fransa’nin Rum kesimin-
deki Mari bolgesinde bulunan Evangelos Florakis Deniz Ussi’niin Fransa Do-
nanmasr’nin bdlgede sirekli konuslanmasina imkan saglayacak sekilde altya-
pisinin gelistirilmesi ve bu konuda Fransa’nin maddi destek saglayacagi hikim
altina alind.

Fransa’nin Tirk Donanmasr’nin bélgedeki faaliyetlerine karsi Rum Yonetimi ile
isbirligi icinde olacagi, TOTAL sirketinin bdlgede faaliyet gdsterecek gemilerini
Fransa’nin koruma yUkimluligu anlasmada yer ald.

ingiltere

Rum Savunma Bakani Savvas Angelidis ile ingiliz mevkidasi Gavin Williamson
arasinda 4 Nisan’da Londra’da imzalanan memorandumla, ingiltere’nin Ada’da
bulunan 17 savas ucadinin sayisini 138’e ¢cikarmasi karari alindi. Anlasma ile ilgili
konusan ingiliz Savunma Bakani Gavin Williamson “Kibris degerli bir ortak ve
arkadastir ve bu anlasmayi imzalayarak, dnimuzdeki yillarda savunma konu-
sundaki yakin baglarimizi glclendirdik” dedi.

22 Mayis’ta ingiliz Kraliyet Hava Kuvvetleri’ne ait 6 adet F-35 tipi savas ucadi
Guney Kibris'taki Agrotur Gsstine indi. ingiltere’nin adanin giiney kesimindeki
Agrotur ve Dikelya Uslerini daha da glclendirme pesinde oldugu anlasiimak-
tadr.

Rusya

Rusya, gelirlerinin %40’dan fazlasini enerji kaynaklarindan saglamaktadir. AB
ise, dogalgaz ihtiyacinin %50’sini Rusya’dan temin etmektedir. Dolayisiyla,
hem enerji gelirlerinin devamhhgdini saglamak hem de Avrupa dogalgaz paza-
rinda tekel konumunu strdirmek Rusya i¢in ¢cok énemlidir.
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The European Union

When Turkey dispatched the drill vessel Fatih to the offshore of Cyprus and the
vessel started natural gas exploration in the region that was licensed by GASC,
European Council President Donald Tusk manifested their support for GASC
and Greece in a statement on May 9, 2019 by saying, “The European Union is
behind Cyprus. We invite Turkey to respect the sovereignty of EU member states.
The Council of Europe will continue to monitor the developments closely”.

France

A defense cooperation agreement was signed between the Ministers for
Defense of France and Cyprus on 15 May. With the agreement, it was decided
that the infrastructure of Evangelos Florakis Naval Base in the Mari region of
France in Cyprus would be improved to enable the uninterrupted deployment
of the French Navy in the region and that France would provide the financial
support in this matter.

The agreement also stated that France would cooperate with the Greek
Cypriot administration against the activities of the Turkish Navy in the region
and that France was responsible for the protection of the vessels of TOTAL
company to be activated in the region.

The United Kingdom

It was decided to increase the number of 17 fighter aircraft deployed on
the Island of Cyprus to 138 with a memorandum signed in London on 4
April between Greek Cypriot Defense Minister Savvas Angelidis and British
counterpart Gavin Williamson. British Defense Secretary Gavin Williamson
spoke about the agreement by saying, “Cyprus is a valuable partner and
friend, and by signing this agreement, we have strengthened our close ties
regarding defense in the coming years”.

On May 22, six F-35 fighter aircraft of the British Royal Air Force landed at
the Agrotur base in Southern Cyprus. The UK seems to be looking to further
strengthen the Agrotur and Dhekelia bases in the southern part of the island.

Russia

Russia generates more than 40% of its income from energy sources. On
the other hand, the EU supplies 50% of its natural gas needs from Russia.
Therefore, it is very important for Russia to maintain the energy revenues and
maintain its monopoly position in the European natural gas market.
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Ruslara ait Rosneft firmasi bu kapsamda Dogu Akdeniz'de Misir’a ait Zohr sa-
hasinin %$30’unu satin aldi. Yine Rus firmasi olan Novatek Liibnan’da italyan
ENI ve Fransiz Total ile birlikte rezerv arama calismalari icin is birligi icerisine
girdi. Ayrica Suriye’nin kiyr kesiminde Rus Eneriji firmalarinin 25 yillik sondaj
Tamar ve Leviathan sahalarindan elde edilecek gazin bir kismini LNG olarak
Avrupa yerine, Dogu Asya pazarina satmak istemektedir.

Ancak, ABD’nin Exxon Mobil’i devreye sokarak Dogu Akdeniz Enerjisi’'ne dahil
olmasi, AB’nin EastMed projesiyle Avrupa’daki Rus gazina rakip bir hat olus-
turma cabasl Rusya’yl engelleyici hamleler olarak sayilabilir.

BUTUN KAVGA DOGU AKDENIZ GAZI iCIN Mi?

“BP 2019 Diinya Eneriji Istatistik Gorinim{ Raporu”ndan yer alan verilere gére,
dinya Gzerinde toplam 193,5 trilyon metrekip kanitlanmis dogal gaz rezervi
bulunmaktadir.

En fazla gaz rezervine sahip 10 Ulke Dogal gaz miktari (trilyon metrekip)

Rusya 38,9
fran 31,9
Katar 24,7
Tarkmenistan 19,5
ABD 1,9
Venezuela 6,3
Cin 6,1
Birlesik Arap Emirlikleri 59
Suudi Arabistan 59
Cezayir 4,3

Dogu Akdeniz’de kesfedilen toplam dodal gaz rezervi 3,4 trilyon m?* olarak
hesaplanmaktadir. Rus dogal gaz rezervi (38.9 trilyon m?), Gliney Pars Sahasi
(40 trilyon m3) rezervi ile karsilastirildiginda fazla 6nemi bulunmayan, hatta
maliyeti dikkate alindiginda Avrupa’ya arzinin bile stpheli bulundugu Dogu
Akdeniz gazinin glvenliginin saglanmasi icin ABD, AB, ingiltere, Fransa, italya,
israil, Yunanistan, GKRY, Misir arasinda kurulmaya calisilan enerji isbirligi icin
yukarida bahsettigimiz askeri glgclere ve Uslere ihtiya¢ bulunmamaktadir.

Mevcut haliyle EastMed gazinin 35 trilyon m? rezerve sahip, yillik 194,4 milyar
m? satis ile Avrupa’nin ihtiyacinin %50’sini tedarik eden Rus gazi ile rekabet
etmesi mimkin dedgildir.



The Russian company Rosneft purchased 30% of the Egyptian Zohr field in the
Eastern Mediterranean within this scope. The Russian company Novatek also
cooperated with Italian ENI and French Total for the exploration of reserves in
Lebanon. Furthermore, Russian energy companies have the right to drill for 25
years in the coastal part of Syria. Russia also has bilateral relations with Israel.
They want to sell some of the gas to be obtained from Tamar and Leviathan
fields as LNG to the East Asian market instead of Europe.

However, the US’s inclusion of Exxon Mobil in Eastern Mediterranean Energy
and the EU’s efforts to create a rival pipeline for Russian gas in Europe with
the EastMed project can be considered as obstacles for Russia.

IS ALL THE FIGHTING FOR EAST MEDITERRANEAN GAS?

According to the data from the ‘BP 2019 World Energy Outlook View Report’,
the proven natural gas reserves in the world total 193.5 trillion cubic meters.

10 countries with the highest gas reserves | Amount of natural gas (trillion cubic meters)
Russia 38,9
Iran 31,9
Train 247
Turkmenistan 19,5
USA 1,9
Venezuela 6,3
China 6,1
United Arab Emirates 59
Saudi Arabia 59
Algeria 4,3

The total natural gas reserves discovered in the Eastern Mediterranean are
calculated as 3.4 trillion m3. The Russian natural gas reserve (38.9 trillion m3)
compared to the South Pars Field reserve (40 trillion m3) is of little importance
and considering the cost of the supply to Europe it hardly seems worthwhile
to activate the military forces and bases for the energy cooperation that is
endeavored to be established among US, EU, UK, France, Italy, Israel, Greece,
GASC and Egypt to ensure security for Eastern Mediterranean gas the supply
of which is doubtful to Europe.

Inits current state, EastMed gas cannot compete with Russian gas with a 35
trillion m3 reserve and supplies 50% of Europe’s needs with an annual sales
of 194.4 billion m?.
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O halde enerjiye ilaveten ve ondan daha édnemli baska stratejik cikar ve hedef-
ler olmalidir.

Dlnya dogalgaz Uretiminin %20’sini gerceklestiren ABD, AB Ulkelerine sivilas-
tinlmis dogdalgaz (LNG) saglayan en buylk Gc¢tinci Glkedir ve Avrupa’nin LNG
pazarinda ylzde 12.6’lik paya sahiptir. 2050 yilina kadar 700 milyar dolarin
Uzerinde LNG ihracati ile Ulkesinin dis ticaret acigini azaltmaya calisan Trump
yénetimi, baski ve tehditle Avrupa’ya daha fazla LNG ihra¢ etmek istemektedir.
ABD, Dogu Akdeniz'de olusturdugu askeri ittifak ile, AB dogalgaz piyasasina
daha ucuz gaz verme potansiyeli olan Ulkeleri Dogu Akdeniz’den uzak tutmak
ve pazari kendi menfaatleri dogrultusunda yénlendirmek istemektedir.

Diger taraftan, Dogu Akdeniz’de kurulmaya calisilan yeni siyasi-askeri ittifa-
kin, Cin Halk Cumhuriyeti Devlet Baskani Xi Jinping tarafindan 2013 yilinda
aciklanan “Bir Kusak-Bir Yol” projesinin deniz baglantisini kontrol altina alma
stratejisinin bir parcasi olarak gérmek yanlis olmayacaktir. 76 lke ile ticari, en-
dUstriyel ve sosyo-kultirel alanlarda isbirligini 6ngeren ve yillik 65 trilyon ciro-
yu hedefleyen bu projenin deniz bacadini olusturan “21.YUzyil Deniz ipek Yolu”,
Kizildeniz’den gecerek Dogu Akdeniz tGzerinden Avrupa pazarlarina ulasmak-
tadir. Bu proje, Cin’in kara ve deniz ipek Yolu ile diinya ticaretini yeniden di-
zenleyip, ABD’nin tek kutuplu hakimiyet dlzenine son verme potansiyelini
tasimas! endisesiyle ABD’yi ticari ve askeri tedbirler almaya zorlamaktadir.
ABD ve muttefiklerinin Dogu Akdeniz gazinin glvenligini saglama bahanesi ile
Dogu Akdeniz’de askeri varliklarini artirmalari Cin ticaretini kontrol altinda tut-
ma, Turkiye'yi sindirerek ipek Yolu’nun Tirkiye Uzerinden Avrupa’ya ulasmasini
engelleme amacina matuftur.

Cin’in Kusak ve Yol Projesi

TR, Rusika ipek yolu ekonomik kusag!
H: e ey Deniz ipek yolu
= ' GEfmany Kagakhatan == Cin-Pakistan Ekonomik Koridoru
# Cin'in denizasin askeri Usst
by sl Ay L ey
Bk -
Lo i Iotaried Unbeskibitan i
c“'“'f::_ - Turkey D e i Lo
X b : Ohtn |
N, e | .
™ I e — Chira ‘i
e Pk
\ pce "
\
\ L Kolata i A
N\ Gk [ Wietnam -
e thaces
N Hadka
' \
Dflbpu & |
Sri Lhnks
/ Eokomtpy ~ ]
S — _'-.\,Hf-'l;lhl'ﬂ-
. } A
el - \
e — oo )
Gis [ T ———

Cin Ipek Yolu



DUSU
ENST

Therefore there must be other strategic interests and goals in addition to and
more important than energy.

The USA, which accounts for 20% of the world’s natural gas production,
is the third largest supplier of liquefied natural gas (LNG) to EU countries
and has a share of 12.6% in Europe’s LNG market. The Trump administration,
which has been trying to reduce the foreign trade deficit of its country by
exporting over $ 700 billion worth of LNG by 2050, wants to export more
LNG to Europe with pressure and threats. With its military alliance in the
Eastern Mediterranean, the United States wants to keep the countries with the
potential to supply affordable gas to the EU natural gas market away from the
Eastern Mediterranean and to steer the market for its own benefit.

On the other hand, it would not be wrong to view the new political-military
alliance that is attempted to be established in the Eastern Mediterranean
as part of the strategy of controlling the maritime connection of the “One
Belt-One Road” project announced by Xi Jinping, President of the People’s
Republic of China in 2013. The “21st Century Sea Silk Road” which constitutes
the sea leg of this project aims the cooperation of 76 countries in commercial,
industrial and socio-cultural areas and aims at an annual turnover of 65 trillion,
reaching European markets through the Eastern Mediterranean and the Red
Sea. This project is forcing the US to take commercial and military measures,
fearing that China will have the potential to reorganize world trade by land and
sea Silk Road and end unipolar US domination. The real reason why the US and
its allies are increasing their military presence in the eastern Mediterranean
under the pretext of ensuring the security of gas is to control Chinese trade,
intimidate Turkey and prevent the Silk Road from reaching Europe via Turkey.

China’s Belt & Road Initiative
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Dogu Akdeniz’de bir Helen-israil enerji ittifaki olusumu ve cikarilan dogalgazin
EastMed boru hatti ile Avrupa’ya tasinmasi projesi ABD ve AB tarafindan des-
teklenmektedir. Ekonomik ve rasyonel olmayan bu enerji hattina verilen siyasi
ve askeri destek, meselenin sadece enerji ile alakali olmadigini gdstermektedir.
Tirkiye’yi ve Dogu Akdeniz’e sinirdas diger Ulkeleri denizden uzak tutmaya ¢a-
lisan bu yeni olusuma karsi milli tepkilerin yanisira bélgesel isbirlikleri ile cevap
verilmesi gerektigi degerlendirilmektedir.

Tdm bunlardan hareketle yapilmasi gerekenler:

Turkiye, GKRY’nin ilan ettigi Minhasir Ekonomik Bolgelerdeki Turk haklarini
ihlal eden sondaj faaliyetlerini dnlemeye yonelik kararliligini strdirmelidir.

Turkiye KKTC’de caydirici deniz ve hava Usleri kurmalidir.

“Kibris isleri Koordinatérligid” kurulmasi isabetli bir karar olmustur. Bu ko-
ordinatdrlik KKTC’nin haklarini daha yakindan takip ederken, diger taraf-
tan ABD’nin stratejik bir arac olarak kuracagini ilan ettigi ABD-Dogu Akde-
niz Enerji Merkezi hamlesine iyi bir cevaptir.

Tarkiye’nin hedef alindidi acik olan ABD gldUmuUndeki yeni Dogu Akdeniz
glvenlik mimarisine karsi Rusya ile isbirligi yapilmasi ve S-400 savunma
sisteminin alinmasi son derece isabetli bir karar olmustur. Bu sistemin kap-
sama alanina KKTC hava sahasinin da dahil edilmesi gerekmektedir.

Helen-israil dogalgazini koruma bahaneli yeni giivenlik mimarisi, Dogu Ak-
deniz’e komsu diger Ulkelerin Akdeniz’deki menfaatlerini sinirlama amaci
tasimaktadir. Dogu Akdeniz’e siniri bulunan Tirkiye, KKTC, Libnan, Suriye
ve Libya arasinda alternatif bir gaz isbirligi mekanizmasi olusturulmalidir.
Mesru Libya Ulusal Mutabakat HikGmeti'ni isbirlikci Hafter giicleri ile yika-
rak gadUmli bir hikGmet teskiline karsi mesru hikimete siyasi, askeri her
tarlG destek verilmelidir.

ABD dlnya dogalgaz Uretiminin %20’sini gerceklestirmekte olup, Avru-
pa’nin LNG pazarinda halen ylzde 12.6’lik paya sahiptir. Avrupa’yi Uret-
tigi LNG icin buyUk bir pazar olarak degerlendiren ABD, Dodu Akdeniz’de
siyasi ve askeri kontrol saglayarak yeni aktérlerin Avrupa gaz piyasasina
girmesini 6nlemeye calismaktadir.

40 trilyon m* lUk devasa Glney Pars Havzasi dodalgazinin, boru hatlari ile
Dogu Akdeniz’e inmesini saglamak Uzere iran, Katar, Irak, Suriye, Libnan
ve TUrkiye arasinda ortak bir iradenin olusturulmasi ve isbirligi saglanmali-
dir. Bu boru hattinin realize edilmesi, Ortadogu’da barisa hizmet etme yo-
lunda énemli rol ifa edecektir. Avrupa’ya ihrac¢ edilecek bu gaz karsisinda
EastMed boru hattinin rekabet sansi bulunmayacaktir.
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CONCLUSION

The US and EU support the project for the establishment of a Hellenic-Israeli
energy alliance in the Eastern Mediterranean and the transport of extracted
gas to Europe via the EastMed pipeline. Political and military support for this
uneconomic and non-rational energy pipeline manifests that the issue is not
just about energy. In addition to national responses against this new formation
that is endeavoring to keep Turkey and other countries bordering the eastern
Mediterranean away from the sea, responses should also be manifested with
regional cooperation.

Things to do from this perspective include:

Turkey shall continue with its commitment to prevent drilling activities
that violate Turkish rights in the Exclusive Economic Zones proclaimed by
GASC.

Turkey must establish deterrent naval and air bases in the TRNC.

The establishment of the “Cyprus Affairs Coordination Office” was an app-
ropriate decision. This co-ordination is a good response to the US-Eastern
Mediterranean Energy Center move, which the US has announced to es-
tablish as a strategic tool while monitoring the TRNC’s rights more closely.

The acquirement of the S-400 defense system and cooperating with Rus-
sia has been a very prudent decision in response to the new security confi-
guration in the eastern Mediterranean guided by the US and which clearly
targets Turkey. TRNC airspace needs to be included in the scope of this
system.

The new security configuration with the pretext of protecting Hellene-Is-
rael gas is intended to limit the interests of other neighboring Eastern Me-
diterranean countries in the Mediterranean. Turkey, TRNC, Lebanon, Syria
and Libya with borders on the eastern Mediterranean should establish an
alternative gas cooperation mechanism. All kinds of political and military
support should be given to prevent the destruction of the legitimate Lib-
yan National Consensus Government and the establishment of a guided
government by the forces of the collaborator Hafter.

The US accounts for 20% of the world’s natural gas production and cur-
rently holds a 12.6% share of Europe’s LNG market. Considering Europe as
a major market for the LNG it produces, the US is trying to prevent new
actors from entering the European gas market by ensuring political and
military control in the Eastern Mediterranean.
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Dogu Akdeniz gazinin EastMed boru hatlari ile Avrupa’ya ulasmasi imkan-
siz bulundugundan, gazin Misir LNG tesislerinde islenmesi tek alternatif
durumundadir. Misir halkinin kazaniimasi ve Helen-israil hattinin gidimin-
den koparilmasi icin politikalar gelistirilmelidir.

GKRC ve Yunanistan kic¢ik ve gerceklesmeyecek hesaplar ugruna toprak-
larini emperyalist glclere peskes cekmektedir. Bir catisma halinde en bi-
yUk aclya maruz kalacak olan Yunan ve Rum halkinin bu akildisi politikaya
muhalefetini temin edecek bir vizyon gelistirilmelidir. Nitekim, Rum ana
muhalefet partisi AKEL lideri Nikos Anastasiadis hikimeti israil ile ittifak
kurarak Glney Kibris’i tehlikeli catismalara strtklemekle suclamaktadir.

Helen-israil dogalgazini koruma amacli olarak takdim edilen ve Dogu Ak-
deniz’de kurulmaya calisilan yeni giivenlik mimarisinin baska amaclari ol-
dugu degerlendirilmektedir. Onimiizdeki yillarda diinya konteyner ticare-
tinin ®nemli bir kismi Cin Deniz ipek Yolu ile Stiveys Kanal’ndan gecerek
Dogu Akdeniz’e ve oradan Avrupa’ya ulasacaktir. ABD ve mittefikleri Dogu
Akdeniz gazini koruma gerekcesi ile bdlgede askeri glgclerini tahkim etmek
suretiyle bu hattin kontrolUnU ellerinde tutmak ve Cin ticaretini denetim al-
tina almak istemektedirler. Bu stratejiye karsi Cin ile isbirligi gelistiriimelidir.
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A mutual will and cooperation must be established among Iran, Qatar, Iraq,
Syria, Lebanon and Turkey to ensure that the 40 trillion m3 of natural gas
in the gigantic South Pars basin is transferred to the Eastern Mediterranean
with a natural gas pipeline. The realization of this pipeline will play an im-
portant role in serving peace in the Middle East. The EastMed pipeline will
have no chance of competing against this gas to be exported to Europe.

Since it is impossible for Eastern Mediterranean gas to reach Europe via
EastMed pipelines, the treatment of gas in Egyptian LNG plants is the only
alternative. Policies should be developed in order to win over the Egyptian
people and break them from the helm of the Hellene-Israel pipeline.

The GASC and Greece are making the benefits of their lands available to
the imperialist powers for insignificant and unrealistic deals. A vision must
be developed to ensure the opposition of the Greek and Greek Cypriot pe-
ople to this irrational policy, who will be subjected to major distress in the
event of a conflict. As a matter of fact, the main Greek Cypriot opposition
party AKEL leader Nikos Anastasiadis is accusing the government of for-
ming an alliance with Israel and dragging Southern Cyprus into dangerous
conflicts.

The new security configuration proposed for the Eastern Mediterranean,
which has been introduced to protect the Hellene-Israeli natural gas is con-
sidered to have other purposes. In the coming years, a significant portion
of the world’s container trade will reach the Eastern Mediterranean throu-
gh the China Sea Silk Road and the Suez Canal and from there to Europe.
The US and its allies want to maintain control of this line and control Chi-
nese trade by fortifying their military forces in the region for the purpose
of protecting Eastern Mediterranean gas. Cooperation with China should
be developed against this strategy.
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Tiirkiye S-400’den Vazgecebilir mi?

Hava Savunma Sistemleri; bir Glkeye yapilabilecek bir saldiriya karsilik caydi-
ricilik sadlar, saldirilarin etkisini azaltir, sinirlandirir, geciktirir ve énler. Bu sis-
temler adindan da kolayca anlasilacadi Gzere savunma amachdir. Savasa degil,
barisa hizmet eder. Sistemin baska bir Glkeye taarruz etme giict olmadigindan
ve sistem sadece bir Ulkeye karsi saldiri olmasi durumunda kullanilacak sekil-
de tasarlandigindan, herhangi bir endise duymaya da gerek yoktur. Turkiye'ye
saldiri amaci tasimayan hicbir Glke zaten bundan zarar gérmeyecektir. Bu ba-
kimdan Rusya’dan alinacak savunma amacli S-400 flzeleri ile ilgili tepkileri
anlamak mimkan degildir.

Kaldi ki, Rum yonetiminin elinde daha kisa menzilli de olsa Rus yapisi Hava
Savunma Fizelerinin var oldugu biliniyor. Dahasi Turkiye gibi NATO Uyesi olan
Yunanistan, daha énce Rusya’dan almis oldugu S-300 Hava Savunma Sistem-
lerini, bir NATO Ulkesi olan Turkiye’ye karsi Girit’e yerlestirirken bdyle bir tep-
kiyle karsilasmamisti. Rum gazetelerinde yer alan haberlere gére Yunan Silahl
Kuvvetleri bu sistemleri aktiflestirme ve hatta S-400’lerle modernize etme ka-
rarlarini almis durumda. Yunanistan’dan baska, NATO Uyesi tlkeler olan, Bulga-
ristan ve Slovakya’da da S-300 Flze Sistemleri bulunuyor.

Tarkiye’nin hemen glineyinde Suriye’nin elinde ise S-200 ve S-300 flzeleri var.
Ayrica Rusya Suriye’nin Lazkiye bélgesindeki hava Usstine S-400 sistemlerini
konuslandirmis durumda. israil ise gelistirmis oldugu Arrow (Ok) anti balistik
flze sistemiyle kisa ve orta menzilli balistik flzelere karsi savunmasini sagliyor.
ABD ile isbirligi yaparak Arrow Ti takiben, Arrow 2 ve Arrow 3 gelistirildi.

Tarihte TUrklerin hava savunmasinda diinyada bir ilk olma durumlari vardir.
Ucaklarin muharebelerde kullanilmasiyla birlikte ilk savas ucagi 1911 yilinda
italyanlar tarafindan Libya’daki Trablusgarp Savasinda Tirklere karsi kullanil-
mistl. Osmanlilarin bu savasta hi¢bir hava araci yoktu. Ancak tifegi bir hava
savunma ucaksavar silahi olarak kullanan Turkler, 1912 yilinda dlinyada “ilk defa
savas ucadi dusdren tlke” olarak tarihe gecmislerdi. TUrkiye’nin son zamanlara
kadar hava savunma sistemleri konusunda kendi kendine yeterli oldugu soy-
lenemez. Son dénemlerde ise bu konudaki calismalar hizlanmis gériintyor. Bu
Uretimlerin “yerli ve milli kaynaklara dayandiriimasi” Gizerinde dzellikle durmak
gerekir.

Tarkiye’nin stratejik 6Gnemdeki askeri ve sivil tesislerini hava tehditleri, ucaklar
ve flizelerden korumak amaciyla, atis kontrol ve komuta kontrol altyapilarina
uyumlu bir sekilde milli olarak tasarladigi alcak irtifa Hisar-A flizesi, 16 kilomet-
re menzildeki hedefleri basarili bir sekilde etkisiz hale getirirken, gelistirilen
orta menzilli Hisar-O flizesinde menzilin 25 kilometrenin Uzerine cikariimasi
hedeflenmistir. Uzun menzil icin tasarlanan Hisar-U flzesiyle ise 20 kilometre
irtifa ve 150 kilometre Ustlindeki hedeflerin etkisiz hale getirilmesi mimkin
olacaktir. Yapilan calismalarla her gecen glin hem menzil hem de irtifa olarak
etkinlik artirlmaya calisiimaktadir. Bir yerlerden baslanmistir ve hizla ilerlen-
mektedir. Aselsan tarafindan paylasilan raporlara gére Uzun Menzilli Bolge
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Can Turkey give up the S-400?

Air Defense Systems provide deterrence in response to an attack on a country,
reduce, limit, delay and prevent attacks. As the name suggests, these systems
are defensive. They serve peace, not war. There is no need to worry as the
system does not have the power to attack another country and the system is
designed to be used only in the event of an attack against a country. A country
that has no designs on attacking Turkey will not be harmed. In this respect, it
is not possible to understand the reaction to the S-400 defense missiles to be
obtained from Russia.

Moreover, it is known that the Greek administration possesses Russian Defen-
se Air Missiles albeit with a shorter range. Furthermore, when Greece which
is @ NATO member like Turkey positioned the previously obtained Russian
S-300 air defense system in Crete against Turkey, another NATO country, such
a reaction did not take place. According to reports in Greek newspapers, the
Greek Armed Forces have made decisions to activate these systems and even
modernize them with S-400s. In addition to Greece, NATO member states,
Bulgaria and Slovakia, also have S-300 Missile Systems.

Syria just south of Turkey has S-200 and S-300 missiles. In addition, Russia
has deployed S-400 systems to Syria’s air base in Latakia. Israel, with its anti-
ballistic missile system, has developed a defense against short and medium
range ballistic missiles. Arrow 2 and Arrow 3 were developed following Arrow
1in collaboration with the US.

The Turks have a first hand experience with air defense in world history. Airc-
raft was used in combat for the first time when the Italians used it against the
Turks in 1911 during the Tripoli War in Libya. The Ottomans had no aircraft in
this war. However, the Turks, who used the rifle as an air defense anti-aircraft
gun, went down in history in 1912 as the ‘first country in the world to drop a
warplane’. Until recently it could not be manifested that Turkey was self-suffi-
cient in terms of air defense systems. Recently, studies on this subject seem to
have accelerated. It should be particularly emphasized that these productions
are based on “domestic and national resources”.

In order to protect the military and civilian facilities of Turkey which are of
strategic importance from air threats, aircraft and missiles, the low altitude
Hisar-A missile nationally designed to be compliant with fire control and com-
mand and control infrastructure successfully neutralizes targets with a range
of 16 kilometers while the medium range Hisar-O missile is being developed
with a targeted capacity of over 25 kilometers. With the Hisar-U missile desig-
ned for long range, it will be possible to neutralize targets at an altitude of 20
km with a range exceeding 150 kms. Efforts are being made to increase effici-
ency both in range and altitude with each passing day. It started somewhere
and is progressing rapidly. According to reports shared by Aselsan, the first
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Hava ve Fuze Savunma Projesi (SIPER Projesi) kapsaminda 2021 yili sonunda
ilk teslimatlarina gerceklestirilmesi planlanmaktadir.

Tarkiye’nin gerek Glke glvenligi gerekse Akdeniz ve Ege’deki hak ve menfaat-
lerini korumak icin savunma amacli Hava Savunma Sistemlerine ihtiyaci vardir
ve bu TUrkiye icin hayati &nemdedir. Tlrkiye bu ihtiyacinin gecmis dénemde
bircok defa acik¢a ortaya koymus ancak fazlaca bir karsilik géremedigi gibi
en kritik zamanlarda TUrkiye’de konuslanmis hava savunma sistemleri sékulip
gotlrtlmastir. Bu kapsamda 2013 yilinda Tirkiye-Suriye sinirina yerlestirilen
Almanya ve Hollanda Patriot Hava Savunma Sistemlerinin, “tehdidin ortadan
kalktig ve teknik glincelleme yapilacagi” gerekcesiyle en kritik anda ¢cekilme-
sini hatirlamak gerekir. Ayrica Turkiye’nin israrla NATO sistemlerine uyumlu
Hava Savunma Sistemleri temin etme taleplerinin de bugline kadar g6z ardi
edildigi herkes tarafindan bilinmektedir. Bugiin icin ispanya ve italya’dan gén-
derilen Patriot Flzeleri ve SAMP-T bataryalari Adana ve Kahramanmaras'ta
konuslanarak Tirkiye’nin hava savunmasi saglanmaya calisiliyor. Bunlarin g6-
rev slresi doldugu icin Turkiye NATO’dan gorev surelerinin uzatilmasi talebin-
de bulunmustur. Uzatiima talebinin gerekcesi; NATO’nun glineydodu sinirinda
istikrarsizligin devam etmesi nedeniyle hava savunma ihtiyacinin bulunmasidir.
Ortada bir ihtiyac bulundudu ve bunun uygun sekilde tamamiyla karsilana-
madigi ortadadir. Bu bakimdan daha énce aciklandigi Gzere cevresindeki her
Ulkenin Hava Savunma Sistemleriyle donatiimis oldugu Turkiye’den, “ne za-
man alinip goétirilecedi belli olmayan” sistemlere glvenligini teslim etmesi
beklenilmemelidir.

Turkiye’nin almay! disindigi S-400 flzeleri alaninda dinyadaki en iyi flze
sistemlerinden birisi olma 6zelligi tasimaktadir. Rusya yapimi olan S-400 fi-
zelerinin; ABD’nin Patriot, Cin imali FD-2000/HQ-9 ve Fransiz-italyan yapimi
SAMP-T gibi belli basli sistemleri ile karsilastirmasini yapacak olursak bu 6zel-
likler daha iyi ortaya cikar.



STRATEJIK

deliveries are planned for the end of 2021 within the scope of the Long Range
Air and Missile Defense Project (SIPER Project).

Turkey needs Air Defense System for defensive purposes, they are vital both
to protect the country’s security as well as its rights and interests in the Aege-
an and Mediterranean. Turkey has clearly demonstrated this need numerous
times in the past without success, in fact air defense systems deployed in
Turkey have been disassembled and removed at the most critical times. In this
context, let us remember that in 2013, German and Dutch Patriot Air Defense
Systems deployed on the Turkish-Syrian border were withdrawn at the most
critical moment on the grounds that “the threat had passed and technical
updates would be carried out”. It is no secret that the demands of Turkey for
the supply of air defense systems compatible with NATO systems have been
ignored to date. Currently Turkey’s air defense is endeavored to be ensured
with Patriot missiles and SAMP-T batteries dispatched from Spain and Italy
and deployed in Adana and Kahramanmaras. Their mandate has expired and
Turkey has requested an extension from NATO. The rationale for the extension
request is NATO’s need for air defense due to the continuation of the instabi-
lity at the southeastern border. It is obvious that there is a need and this is not
being fulfilled. Therefore, Turkey cannot be expected to entrust its security to
systems that ‘can be removed at any time’ while all neighboring countries are
equipped with air defense systemes.

The S-400 missiles that Turkey intends to procure are among the best missile
systems in the world. A comparison of these Russian-made S-400 missiles
with major systems such as the US Patriot, Chinese FD-2000 / HQ-9 and Fren-
ch-Italian SAMP-T will reveal these features better.
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Radar Menzilleri A¢isindan
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600 kilometreden itibaren ucak ve flizeleri tespit edebilen S-400 Sisteminin
150 kilometre radar menziline sahip Patriot Sisteminden 4 kat daha fazla bir
radar menziline sahip oldugu goériimektedir.

Ucaklar icin Fiize Menzili Bakimindan
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In Terms of Radar Range
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It is seen that the S-400 System, which can detect aircraft and missiles from
600 kilometers, has a radar range 4 times higher than the Patriot System with
a 150 km radar range.

In Terms of Missile Range For Aircraft
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400 kilometrede ucak ve flzeleri etkisiz hale getirme kabiliyetine sahip S-400
Sisteminin 80 kilometre menzile sahip Patriot Sistemine gore bariz bir Gstln-
g oldugu acikca goriimektedir.

Fiizelerin Etkili Oldugu irtifa Bakimindan
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Patriot Sistemi 24 kilometre irtifa ile digerlerinin gerisindedir.

Ayni Anda izlenebilen Hedef Bakimindan
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It is clear that the S-400 System, which has the ability to neutralize aircraft
and missiles at 400 kilometers, has an obvious advantage over the Patriot
System with a range of 80 kilometers..

In Terms of Altitude That Missiles Are Effective
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The Patriot System lags behind at an altitude of 24 km.

In Terms of Targets That Can Be Monitored Simultaneously
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Ayni anda 300 hedefi takip edebilen S-400 Sisteminin diger sistemlerin 3 ka-
tina ulasarak bariz bir Gstinliga gbze carpmaktadir.

Ayni Anda Fiize Atilan Hedef Bakimindan
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Ayni anda 36 hedefi ates altina alma kabiliyetine sahip olan S-400 Flize Siste-
mi digerlerine UstlnlUk saglamaktadir.

Fiizelerin Ugus Hizlari Bakimindan (Mach)

MACH: Bir nesnenin bulundugdu yulkseklikte ses hizina orani olup 1 Mach hiz
bulundudu yuksekligi gdre 1062 km. ile 1226 km. arasinda degisir.
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The S-400 System, which can follow up to 300 targets at the same time is
clearly superior by achieving 3 times the capacity of the other systems.

In Terms of Missiles Launched Simultaneously
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Capable of firing at 36 targets simultaneously, the S-400 Missile System out-
performs the others.

In Terms of Missile Flight Speed (Mach)

MACH: The ratio of sound velocity to the height at which an object is located; 1
Mach varies between 1062 km and 226 km, depending on the height at which
the Mach speed is taking place.
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Ucus hizlar dikkate alindiginda 12 Mach sUrati ile S-400 Flzelerinin hizinin
digerlerinin kat kat Ustlinde oldugu goruldr.

Bu degerlendirmelere gére S-400 sisteminin her agidan bariz bir GstinlUkle
kendi alaninda dldnyanin en iyi hava savunma sistemi oldugu aciktir. Patriot
flzeleri ise ilk kez 1991 Korfez Savasi esnasinda Suudi Arabistan ve Israil’i ko-
rumak icin kullanilmisti. Uzmanlar Patriot sistemlerinin, diger hava savunma
sistemlerinin kendilerini gelisen teknolojiye uyarlamalari ve giderek gelistirme-
leriyle, popdulerligini yitirdigi séylenmektedir. Ancak S-400 sistemini tamamla-
mak acisindan, ilave olarak ihtiyac¢ duyulursa teklif edilen Patriot Hava Savun-
ma Sistemlerinin de alinmasi mimkindr.

DUnyanin en etkili Hava Savunma Sistemlerinden birisi olan S-400’lerle Turki-
ye; gerek Ege Denizi’nde gerekse Dogu Akdeniz’deki hak ve menfaatlerini tam
anlami ile koruma yetenegine de sahip olacaktir. Bunun yaninda ileriye dé-
ndk olarak bu sistemlerin gelistirilmesinin ve Rusya ile baska alanlarda yUksek
teknolojili askeri ekipmanlarin Uretilmesinin de mimkin oldugu Rus ve Tlrk
yetkililer tarafindan aciklanmistir. Bu bakimdan 6zellikle S-500 flizelerinin 600
kilometre uzaklikta cok sUratle ucan hedefleri cok yUksekten vurma kabiliyeti-
nin dnemli oldugu dusdndlmektedir. Nitekim Rusya Savunma Bakani Soygu, S-
400’lerin TUrkiye'ye teslim edilecedini sdylerken, S-500’lerin de ortak Uretimle
gerceklestirilecedini acikladi. Soygu Turkiye’nin kendisinin de Hava Savunma
Bataryalarini gelistirdigini sdylerken, Amerika’nin bu konuda ge¢ kaldigini be-
lirtti. Soygu’ya gore tek bir S-500 bataryasiyla bile tim Tirkiye hava sahasinin
saldirnlardan korumak mimkin olabilecek.

Tarkiye dis politikasinda her zaman dengeli ve bariscil olmustur. Baskalarinin
haklarinda g6zl olmadidi gibi kendi haklarini da korumakta tereddit etme-
mistir. Ozellikle Dogu Akdeniz’de Tirkiye’'nin 570 yillik enerji ihtiyacini karsila-
yacak dogalgaz rezervinin bulundugu ve kesfedilen 10 trilyon metrekip dogal-
gaz rezervinin disinda, kesfedilmeyi bekleyen 10 trilyon metrekipln Gzerinde
dogalgazin da oldugu, milyarlarca varil petrolle beraber gelecedin enerji mad-
desi olacadi degerlendirilen gaz hidrat yataklarinin da bu bélgede yer aldi-
g1 g6z 6nlne alindiginda, Turkiye’'nin gelecegi olan bu bdlgenin givenligini
saglamak daha da énem kazanmaktadir. Ancak tipki 1. Dinya Savasinda Orta
Dogu petrollerinin paylasiimasinda nasil Tarkler disarida tutulduysa, bugiin
icin de ayni sekilde Dogu Akdeniz’e en fazla kiyisi olan Turkiye’nin bir sekilde
disarida tutulmak istenildigi goértlmektedir. Bitln rezervler birtakim Ulkelerce
kendilerine gore paylasilmakta, baskalarina verilmekte, haritalar ¢izilmekte ve
Tarkiye’nin uluslararasi hukuka goére hak sahibi oldugu bélgelerde arastirma
yapmasl engellenmektedir.

Dogu Akdeniz tarihsel jeostratejik &neminin yaninda bugln icin enerji kay-
naklariyla da bir cazibe ve micadele alani haline gelmistir. Tarkiye’nin hicbir
Ulke icin tehdit olmadigi ve Dodu Akdeniz’deki kaynaklarin adil bicimde ve
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When the flight speeds are taken into consideration, with the speed of 12 Mach
the S-400 Missiles are far superior than the others.

According to these assessments, it is clear that the S-400 system is the best
air defense system in the world in its field with obvious advantages in every
respect. Patriot missiles were used for the first time to protect Saudi Arabia
and Israel during the 1991 Gulf War. Experts purport that the Patriot systems
have lost their popularity because the other air defense systems are adapting
and improving themselves in line with evolving technology. However, in order
to supplement the S-400 system, it is possible to additionally purchase the
proposed Patriot Air Defense Systems if required.

With S-400, one of the world’s most effective air defense systems, Turkey will
have the ability to fully protect its rights and interests both in the Aegean Sea
and the Eastern Mediterranean. Furthermore, Russian and Turkish authoriti-
es have announced that it is possible to develop these systems and produce
high-tech military equipment in other areas with Russia. In this respect, the
ability of the S-500 missiles to hit targets at very high speed at 600 kilome-
ters is considered important. Indeed, when Russian Defense Minister Shoigu
announced that the S-400 would be delivered to Turkey, he also announced
that the S-500s could be manufactured as a joint production. Shoigu also said
that Turkey had developed Air Defense Batteries and that the United States
was late on this issue. According to Shoigu even a single S-500 battery would
be able to protect all of Turkey’s airspace from attacks.

Turkey’s foreign policy has always been balanced and peaceful. Turkey does
not have designs on the rights of others nor does it hesitate to protect its
own rights. Especially with the natural gas reserve discovered in the eastern
Mediterranean which will counter energy requirements for 570 years and the
discovery of 10 trillion cubic meters of natural gas reserves in addition to the
over 10 trillion cubic meters of natural gas waiting to be discovered, gas hydra-
te deposits commensurate with billions of barrels of oil in terms of the energy
commodity of the future, ensuring the security of this area which is Turkey’s
future is gaining more importance. However, just like when the Turks were exc-
luded from sharing in the Middle East oil during World War 1. today no efforts
are spared to exclude Turkey from the Eastern Mediterranean although it has
the most coastal area. All reserves are shared by various countries according
to their interpretation, they are given to others, maps are being drawn and
Turkey is prevented from exploration in areas where it is entitled to under
international law.

In addition to its historical geostrategic importance, the Eastern Mediterrane-
an has become an area of attraction and struggle for energy resources. Turkey
is not a threat to any country and it is Turkey’s most natural right to demand
that the resources in the Eastern Mediterranean are shared equitably among
the countries in the region in accordance with international law. In this regard,
Turkish authorities at the highest level have clearly voiced that the rights and
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uluslararasi hukuka uygun olarak bélge Ulkeleri arasinda paylasimini istemenin
Tarkiye’nin en dogal hakki oldugu bir gercektir. Bu konuda Tlrkiye ve KKTC’nin
hak ve menfaatlerine saygl gosterilmesi gerektigi en Ust dizeyde Turk yetki-
liler tarafindan acikca dile getirilmistir. Turkiye muttefiklerinden bagimsiz bir
Ulke olarak kendi egemenlik ve ekonomik haklarina saygi gdsterilmesini ve bu
konudaki ¢ikarlarinin korunmasini beklemektedir.

Zaten bolgesinde Turkiye'ye ragmen ve Turkiye’nin disarida tutuldugu hicbir
projenin de basariya ulasmasi mimkin gérilmemektedir. Gectigimiz hafta-
larda Eski Rum Disisleri Bakani Nicos Rolandis’in “Dogu Akdeniz’de bizim icin
hangi filo Turkiye ile savasacak?” sdzind hatirlamak gerekir. Rumlar Akde-
niz’de kendileri icin savasacak devlet ararken ve topraklarinda her gelen dev-
lete Usler sunarken, hesapsiz hareketleri ile Kibris'ta yasayan Rumlarin glven-
liklerini tehlikeye attiklarinin farkinda degil gibiler! Her seye tek basina sahip
olma hirsiyla ve bdlgedeki Glkeleri Turkiye’'ye karsi kiskirtarak bir yere varma-
lari ve bdlge insaninin huzur ve refahina katkida bulunmalari mimkun dedgildir.

S-400 sistemlerine karsilik olarak F-35 ucaklarinin TUrkiye’ye verilmemesi gibi
bazi girisimlerin oldugu da goérilmektedir. Turkiye F-35 Uretim programina
baslangictan itibaren aktif olarak katilmis ve bir mattefik olarak ytkamlutlikle-
rini aksatmadan yerine getirmistir. Bu ucaklarin dort tanesi de Turkiye’ye tes-
lim edilmistir. Ucaklarin verilmemesi gibi bir hareket tarzinin uygun olmadigi
ve sorunlari bayUtmekten ve glvensizlik ortami yaratmaktan baska bir seye
yaramayacadi aciktir. Bu olay bizlere 1. Dlinya Savasi dncesi Osmanli Devle-
ti'nin halktan topladigi paralarla ingilizlerden aldigi Sultan Osman ve Resadiye
savas gemilerini hatirlatmaktadir. Turkiye’ye getirilmesi icin yolda harcayacadi
kédmdar paralarinin bile 6dendigi bu gemiler Osmanlilar icin yapildidi icin bilingli
olarak son derece kot kalitede insa edilmisti. Haksiz bir sekilde verilmeyen
bu gemilere “Agincourt” ve “Erin” isimleri verilerek Osmanliya kars! savasa so-
kuldu. Ancak kaderleri oldukca hazindi. Silahlari iyi calismadigindan ve malze-
meleri k6tl oldugundan her ikisi de kisa strede c¢irtge ayrilarak hurdacilara
satilmisti.

Dogu Akdeniz ve civari sanki bir savasin habercisi olacak sekilde isinmistir. Su-
riye’de “demokratik gorinimla terdr orgtlerinin” ABD tarafindan silahlandiri-
lip, egitilmesiyle de bdélgede barisin saglanmasi iyice zorlasmistir. Bu noktada
ABD gibi blylk bir devlete disen gérev; boélge halkini birbirine dislrecek
uygulamalari birakmasi ve blyulk devlet olma geredini yerine getirecek sekilde
bdlgenin huzur ve refahina katkida bulunacak ve barisi saglayacak projeleri
bodlge Ulkeleri ile beraber ortaya koyabilmesidir. Ne Dogu Akdeniz'de Tirki-
ye'yi yok sayarak, ne Turkiye ile Rumlari ve Yunanlilari birbirine disurerek, ne
de Suriye’nin kuzeyindeki YPG unsurlarini silahlandirarak bolgeye ve diinyaya
baris gelmesi mimkan degildir. Bu tlr uygulamalar insanliga ve mutluluda hiz-
met etmez, bdlge insanini acilar icinde birakir, fakirlestirir. Diger taraftan Tar-
kiye’nin; tarihinden gelen bilgi birikimi ve sagduyulu politikalariyla, insanhgda
ve bodlgedeki barisa hizmet etmeye her zaman hazir oldugundan kimse stphe
etmemelidir.
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interests of Turkey and TRNC must be respected. As an independent country,
Turkey expects its allies to respect its sovereignty and economic rights and
expects the protection of its interests in this matter.

Anyway, the success of a project that is executed in the region in spite of
Turkey and excluding Turkey is not considered possible. Let’s remember the
words of former Cypriot Foreign Minister Nicos Rolandis during the past few
weeks, “which fleet is going to fight for us in the eastern Mediterranean aga-
inst Turkey?” While the Greek Cypriots are looking for a state to fight for them
in the Mediterranean and offering bases to every incoming state on their ter-
ritory, they do not seem to realize that they are endangering the security of
Greek Cypriots living in Cyprus with their unpredictable movements! It is not
possible to get results and contribute to the peace and welfare of the people
in the region with ambitions to hog everything by themselves and incite coun-
tries in the region against Turkey.

Some initiatives such as refusing to give F-35 aircraft to Turkey in response
to the S-400 systems are observed. Turkey has been actively involved in the
F-35 production program from the outset and has fulfilled its obligations as
an ally without interruption. Four of these aircraft have already been delivered
to Turkey. It is clear that a mode of action such as failing to deliver the aircraft
is counterproductive and will only serve to magnify problems and manifest
an environment of insecurity. This event reminds us of the warships Sultan
Osman and Resadiye that the Ottoman State bought from the British with
money collected from the people before the First World War. These vessels
for which even the coal to be spent on the voyage to Turkey had been paid for
were deliberately built with extremely poor quality because they were being
delivered to the Ottomans. These ships, which were not submitted fairly, were
named ‘Agincourt’ and ‘Erin’ and released to wage war against the Ottoman
State. However, their fate was quite sad. Since their weapons did not work well
and the materials were poor, both decayed quickly and were sold as scrap to
scrap dealers.

The eastern Mediterranean and its vicinity have become hot as a harbinger
of war. In Syria, “democratic-looking terrorist organizations” have been ar-
med and trained by the US and establishing peace in the region has become
challenging. At this point, the duty that falls on a great state like the USA is
to put forward projects that will contribute to the peace and prosperity of the
region and ensure peace with the countries of the region in order to fulfill the
requirements of being a great state. It is not possible to bring peace to the
region and the world by ignoring Turkey in the Eastern Mediterranean, inciting
Turks, Greek Cypriots and Greeks against each other or arming YPG elements
in northern Syria. Such practices do not serve humanity and happiness, they
leave the people in the region in pain and impoverishment. On the other hand,
no one should doubt that Turkey is always ready to serve humanity and peace
in the region with the knowledge that has accumulated throughout history
and its prudential policies.
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Tiirkiye’ye karsi adaletsiz uygulamalar devam ediliyor

Bir NATO Ulkesi olan Turkiye hava savunma sistemine olan ihtiyacini bildirme-
sine ve bunu muttefiklerinden talep ragmen, Patriot Flize Sistemi TUrkiye'ye
verilmedigi gibi Suriye Krizi esnasinda en kritik ve ihtiya¢ bulunan bir anda
Turkiye’deki hava savunma sistemleri sokulip goéturilmastir. Bélgesindeki
daha az stratejik 6neme haiz Ulkelerde bile hava savunma sistemi bulunurken,
Turkiye’nin bu konuda simdiye kadar savunmasiz birakilmasi Gzerinde tekrar
tekrar distntlmesi gereken bir konudur. Bunun disinda Gcretini 6demeye ha-
zir oldugu halde; insansiz hava araci, genel maksat helikopteri, akill mthim-
matlar gibi daha bircok ihtiyaci da muttefikleri tarafindan karsilanmamistir.
Nitekim ABD Baskani Trump’in G-20 zirvesi esnasinda “TUrkiye’ye adaletsiz
davrandik.” aciklamasi bu kapsamda dederlendirilmelidir.

Turkiye’nin Rusya’dan S-400 Hava Savunma Sistemi temin etmesi ve bu sis-
teme ait parcalarin Turkiye’'ye gelmesinden sonra ise buna baska adaletsiz ve
haksiz uygulamalarin eklendigi gérilmektedir. S-400 sistemlerinin TUrkiye'ye
naklinin baslamasindan sonra ABD tarafindan, hicbir alakasi olmadigi halde,
Tarkiye’nin F-35 program ortakligi askiya alinmistir. Bu karar uluslararasi huku-
ka ve adalet prensiplerine aykiridir. Tlrkiye’nin tartismasiz olarak bu konularda
tazminat hakki bulunmaktadir.

Tiirkiye’nin F-35 program ortakliginin askiya alinmasi karari
adaletsizdir ve bolgedeki dengeleri tamamen degistirecektir

Alinan bu kararin sonucu acik¢a bu bdlgedeki NATO ve mdttefiklerinin gi-
clnlin zayiflatiimasidir. S-35 konusunda alinan kararin CAATSA kapsaminda
oldugunun bildirilmesi ise baska bir trajedidir. CAATSA, ABD Kongresinin
Adustos 2017 tarihinde cikardigi, “ABD’nin Hasimlariyla Yaptirimlar Yoluyla
MUcadele Etme Yasas!”dir. Bu kararla acikca Tirkiye’nin hasim olarak goéraldi-
gu ifade edilmektedir.

Bu ABD’nin yaptigi tarihi bir hatadir. Alinan kararla bu Ulkeler, kendi Ulkeleri ve
halklarinin menfaatini degil, acikca Turkiye’ye hasim bazi lobilerin amaclarina
hizmet etmisler ve Tlrkiye’yi yeni kararlar almak mecburiyetinde birakmislar-
dir. SUphesiz bu adaletsiz uygulamalarin ardindan bdlgedeki dengelerin de
blylk oranda degisecedi dederlendirmektedir.

Nitekim TUrkiye’nin F-35 program ortakliginin askiya alinmasinin hemen ardin-
dan, Rus yetkililer tarafindan Turkiye’ye uygun kosullarda Sukhoi Su-57 savas
ucaklarinin teklif edilmesini bu degisimin ilk isaretleri olarak gérmek gerekir.
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Unfair practices against Turkey continue

Although Turkey as a NATO country reported the need for an air defense
system and demanded it from its allies, not only was the Patriot Missile System
not delivered, the existing air defense systems in Turkey were dismantled and
taken away at the most critical stage of the Syrian Crisis. When even countries
having less strategic importance in the region have air defense systems,
further consideration must be given as to why Turkey has been left vulnerable
in this regard so far. Furthermore, although Turkey has been ready to pay the
fee, many other needs such as unmanned aerial vehicles, general purpose
helicopters and smart ammunition have not been countered by their allies.
Indeed, US President Trump’s statement during the G-20 summit “We treated
Turkey unfairly” should be considered in this context.

After Turkey was supplied with S-400 air defense systems by Russia and
the parts of this system started arriving in Turkey, further unjust and unfair
practices have been added. After the start of the transfer of the S-400 systems
to Turkey, the United States suspended Turkey’s partnership in the F-35
program although one thing has nothing to do with the other. This decision
violates international law and principles of justice. Turkey has an undisputed
entitlement to compensation in this matter.

The decision to suspend Turkey’s partnership in the F-35 program
is unjust and it will completely change the balance in the region

The result of this decision is clearly the weakening of the power of NATO
and its allies in this region. Another tragedy is that the decision on S-35 is
reported to be within the scope of CAATSA. CAATSA is the Law on Combating
Sanctions with Enemies of the United States issued by the US Congress in
August 2017. This decision clearly indicates that Turkey is viewed as a hostile.

This is a historic mistake made by the United States. With this decision, these
countries have failed to serve the interests of their countries and peoples,
instead they have clearly served the purpose of some lobbies hostile to Turkey
and forced Turkey to take new decisions. There is no doubt that the balance in
the region will change to a great extent after these unfair practices.

Indeed, the offer by Russian authorities for Su-57 fighter aircraft for reasonable
conditions prices immediately after the suspension of Turkey’s F-35 program
partnership has to be viewed as the first sign of this change.
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F-35 Projesi diinyanin en pahali ve en uzun siiren askeri silah
tiretim projesidir

Savastaki her amac icin farkli ucaklarin kullanilmasinin yarattigr maliyet nede-
niyle, tek bir ucagin tim gérevleri yerine getirilmesi distintlmus ve gelistirilen
F-35 Savas Uc¢agdi projesi 1 trilyon dolari asan maliyetiyle diinyanin en pahali ve
uzun slren silah Uretim projesi olarak tarihe ge¢cmistir. TUrkiye bu projeye 2002
yilinda dahil olmustur. Projeye basindan beri ABD, ingiltere, Kanada, Avustral-
ya, italya, Hollanda, Norvec, Danimarka ve Tirkiye katiliyor. Ucagin parcalar
aralarinda Tarkiye’deki firmalarin da bulundugu 1500°den fazla tedarik¢i firma
araciligi ile Uretiliyor. Bu 9 Ulke disinda sonradan Gliney Kore, Belcika, Israil ve
Japonya gibi Glkeler de bu projeye katiimistir.

Lockheed tarafindan ilk F-35 savas ucagi 2006 yilinda tamamlanmus, testlerin-
den sonra ilk defa 2011 yilinda ugusa baslamistir. 2001 yilinda Uretimine bas-
lanan u¢ak aradan neredeyse 10 yildan fazla bir zaman gectikten sonra teslim
edilebilmistir. ihtiyaca gore yiklemeler nedeniyle ucak hantallasmistir. Ucagin
eksikliklerinin zaman icerisinde giderilerek 2040’li yillarin en iyi savas ucagdi
olmasi planlanmistir.

Proje icin Tiirkiye’nin lirettigi parcalar 1000’e yaklasmaktadir

Tirk firmalari F-35 projesinde uc¢agin 937 parcasinin Uretimini yapiyor. TUrki-
ye’nin Urettidi bu parcalar arasinda; tek tedarik¢i oldugu kabin ekrani elektro-
nik kartlari yaninda, flize uzaktan kumanda bilesenleri, ucak gdévdesi parcalari,
inis takimi bilesenleri, titanyum entegre kanat rotorlari, motor donatimlari ve
kompoze dis kaplamalari gibi parcalar bulunmakta. Tlrkiye olmazsa bunlarin
israil ve ABD tarafindan temin edilebilecedi dusuntltyor. Bunlarin baska l-
kelere aktarilmasinin ise projede ilave olarak en az 2 yillik gecikmeye neden
olacagi tahmin edilmektedir.

Pentagon, proje disinda kalirsa TUrkiye’nin 9 milyar dolarlik bir kayba ugra-
yacadini acikladi. Ancak yUzlerce parcayla projeyi destekleyen Tirk Savunma
Sanayi sirketlerinin bundan sonra Tirkiye’nin kendi Uretecegi Milli Muharip
Ucagdini desteklemesinin de daha kolay olacadi bir gercek. Sonucta Tarkiye’nin
kendi muharip ucadina sahip olmasi mutlaka gereklidir ve bu konudaki calis-
malar sUratle ilerlemektedir.

F-35 ucadinin maliyeti her gecen glin artarak 100 milyon dolarin tGzerine ¢ik-
mistir. Dikine inip kalkabilen bir F-35’in maliyeti halihazirda 122 milyon dolar
civarina ¢ikmistir. Bir F-16’nin maliyetinin 30 milyon dolar oldugu dusinulda-
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The F-35 Project is the world’s most expensive and longest-
running military weapons production project

Due to the cost of using different aircrafts for every purpose in the war,
designing a single aircraft for all tasks and as a result the F-35 Fighter Aircraft
project, which was developed for this purpose has become the world’s most
expensive and long-term weapon production project at a cost of more than
1 trillion dollars. Turkey was included in this project in 2002. US, UK, Canada,
Australia, Italy, Netherlands, Norway, Denmark and Turkey have been a part
of the project since the beginning. Aircraft parts are produced through more
than 1,500 suppliers, some of them which are in Turkey. Apart from these 9
countries, countries such as South Korea, Belgium, Israel and Japan have also
participated in this project.

The first F-35 fighter aircraft was completed by Lockheed in 2006 and started
flying in 2011 after its testing was completed. The aircraft, which started
production in 2001, could be delivered after more than 10 years. The aircraft
became cumbersome as a result of being loaded according to needs. The
shortcomings of the aircraft shall be resolved in time and it is planned to
become the best fighter aircraft of the 2040s.

The parts manufactured in Turkey for the project are close to 1000

Turkish companies produce 937 parts of the aircraft in the F-35 project.
These parts produced in Turkey include parts such as missile remote control
components, aircraft fuselage parts, landing gear components, titanium
integrated wing rotors, engine equipment and composite outer coverings as
well as cabin display electronic cards for which Turkey is sole supplier. It is
believed possible to obtain them from Israel and the United States if Turkey
is not included. It is estimated that transferring this manufacturing to other
countries will cause an additional delay of at least 2 years in the project.

Pentagon has announced that Turkey will incur a loss of $ 9 billion if it remains
outside the project. However, it is also a fact that Turkish defense industry
companies supporting the project with hundreds of parts will facilitate
supporting the manufacturing of a National Combat Aircraft. After all, Turkey
must have its own combat aircraft and work on this issue is progressing rapidly.

The cost of the F-35 has increased day by day and has exceeded 100 million
dollars. The cost of a jump-jet F-35 has already increased to around $ 122
million. Considering that the cost of an F-16 is 30 million dollars, the F-35 is
a very costly aircraft. If Turkey is excluded from this project, there will be an
additional cost of $ 8 million. Under the circumstances it is clear that a cost
of around 130 million dollars will lead to controversy in terms of economic
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gunde F-35 olduk¢ca maliyetli bir ucak olmustur. Tlrkiye bu proje disinda tu-
tulursa bu maliyetlere ilave 8 milyon dolar kadar bir maliyetin daha eklenmesi
s6z konusudur. Bu durumda 130 milyon dolar civarina ulasacak bir maliyetin
de ekonomik gercekler acisindan tartismalara yol acacadi acik¢ca ortadadir. Za-
ten uzun sUredir projeyi sorgulayan ABD kongresinin bu duruma tepkisinin ne
olacagi merakla beklenmektedir.

Goziken odur ki, Turkiye olmadan bu projenin yUrttiimesi sikintilar yarata-
caktir.

F-35 savas ucaginin problemlerinin oldugu iddia edilmektedir

Her ne kadar bircok gdrevi ayni anda icra edebilmesi, nlkleer cephane tasi-
yabilmesi, dikine inis kalkis yapabilmesi ve radarda biraktidi izin az olmasi bir
avantaj olsa da bazi uzmanlar F-35 projesinin problemli olarak dogdugunu
iddia edilmektedir.

Bu uzmanlara goére F-35 ucaklari coklu gdrevleri gerceklestirmek icin bir sa-
vas ucagindan beklenen performansin oldukca gerisinde kaliyor. F-35 ucak-
larinda pilotlarin oksijensiz kalmasi ve paslanma sorunlari da bulunmakta.
Bloomberg’de yer alan bir habere gére her ne kadar operasyonel etkinligini
azaltmasa da bazi parcalarda asinma izlerine rastlandi. U¢agin glvenlik aci-
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realities. The reaction of the US Congress, which has been questioning the
project for a long time, is expected.

It looks like the execution of this project without Turkey is going to be
problematic.

There are claims that the F-35 fighter aircraft has problems

Although it is an advantage to carry out many tasks at the same time, to carry
nuclear ammunition, jump jet, and to leave minimal trace on the radar, some
experts claim that the F-35 project was born problematic.

According to these experts, the F-35 aircraft lags far behind in the performance
expected of a combat aircraft as a result of multi-tasking. In the F-35 aircraft,
there are also problems with the insufficient oxygen for pilots and corrosion.
According to a new item on Bloomberg, traces of wear have been detected
in some parts although this does not reduce operational effectiveness. The
aircraft has a security gap and its vulnerability to cyber attacks continues.
Despite corrections and improvements, the computer systems on the aircraft
frequently break down and data connections are troublesome.

An investigation carried out by US Congress inspectors for the F-35 fighter
aircraft that crashed in the state of South Carolina in 2018, it was revealed
that the aircraft had crashed due to a manufacturing error. In April 2019, a
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g1 bulunuyor ve siber saldirilara karsi hassasiyeti devam ediyor. Dlzeltme ve
gelismelere ragmen ucadin Gzerindeki bilgisayar sistemleri sik sik arizalaniyor,
veri baglantilarinda sikintilar oluyor.

2018 yilinda ABD’lerinin GUney Carolina eyaletinde dlisen F-35 savas ucadi icin
ABD Kongresi mufettisleri tarafindan yapilan sorusturmada, u¢agin Uretim ha-
tasindan dolayi distigu ortaya konuldu. 2019 yili nisan ayinda ise Japonya’ya
ait baska bir F-35 ucagdi disti ve pilotu kayboldu. Ucak enkazinin ise sadece
bir bélimune erisilebildi.

F-35 projesi ile ilgili olarak ABD Savunma Bakanlidi (Pentagon) tarafindan ha-
zirlanan raporlarda “F-35 savas ucaklarinin parca ve tedarik sorunlari ¢ézil-
meli” ifadesi kullanilirken ABD HukiUmet Sorumluluklar Ofisi (GAQO) tarafindan
Kongre icin hazirlanan ve internette yayinlanan 81 sayfalik raporda F-35 ucak-
larinin parcalarindaki uyusmazliktan baslayarak, tamiratindaki gecikmeler, 10-
zumlu parcalarinin temin edilememesi ve bu ylzden test ucuslarinin yeterli
dizeyde yapilamamasi gibi sorunlar glindeme getirildi.

Bizzat Amerikah yetkili uzmanlar tarafindan hazirlanan raporda belirtilen
onemli hususlar su sekildedir:

- %60 beklentiye ragmen tim gorevleri yerine getirme ydénlinden henilz
%27 dlzeyinde.

- 4300 parcanin temininde sikinti var. Parcalardaki gecikme nedeniyle
2018'deki test ucuslarinin %30’unu gerceklestiremed,.

- Coklu gorevleri yeterince yerine getiremiyor. Bu konudaki %75’lik beklenti
heniiz %52 civarinda.

- Bir savas ucagindan beklenen performansin gerisinde kaliyor.

- Satilan F-35’lerin ihtiya¢c duydugu destekleyici parcalarin %44°G ucakta
yapilan glincellemeler nedeniyle artik ihtiyaca cevap vermiyor.

- Ucaklar icin lojistik ag henlz olusturulamadi. Desteklemede yetersiz kali-
niyor.

- ABD Deniz ve Hava Kuvvetleri ucak techizat destegi icin yillik maliyetin en
az %43 azaltilmasi gerektigini rapor etti.

- Ucadin maliyeti artiyor. Ucak maliyeti ve parcalari konusunda bilgiler daginik.
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Japanese F-35 plane crashed and the pilot disappeared. Only a part of the
plane wreck was accessible.

In reports prepared by the US Department of Defense (Pentagon) regarding
the F-35 project contain phrases such as ‘F-35 fighter aircraft parts and supply
problems should be resolved’ while the 81-page report prepared by the US
Government Responsibility Office (GAO) for Congress and published on the
internet raises issues such as non-compliance of aircraft parts, delays in the
repair of F-35 aircraft, inability to supply the necessary parts which results in
inadequate level of test flights.

The important points mentioned in the report prepared by American
authorized experts are as follows:

- Despite the 60% expectation, only 27% in terms of performing all tasks
has been realized.

- The supply of 4300 parts is problematic. Due to delay in terms of parts,
30% of the test flights in 2018 could not be carried out.

- Multitasking is not fulfilled. The 75% expectation has only been realized
around 52%.

- The performance expected from a combat aircraft is not fulfilled.

- 44% of the supporting parts of the sold F-35s no longer counter the needs
due to aircraft updates.

- A logistics network for the aircraft has not been established yet. The
support is inadequate.

- US Navy and Air Force reported that the annual cost of aircraft equipment
support should be reduced by at least 43%.

- The cost of the aircraft is increasing. Information on aircraft cost and parts
are disorganized.
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F-35 projesi ile ilgili ortaya konulan ve mutlaka incelenmesi gereken baska
iddialar da bulunmaktadir.

- Parcalarin degisik yerlerde Uretilmesi sikinti yaratmaktadir ve ileride daha
da fazla sikinti yaratacaktir.

- Ucadin bakimini her UGlke kendisi yapamamaktadir.

- Avrupa bakimi icin 2025 yilina kadar sadece ingiltere ve Hollanda yetki-
lendirilmistir.

- Otomatik lojistik bilgi sisteminde sorunlarin oldugu Pentagon tarafindan
ifade edilmistir.

- Bakim masraflari fazladir.

- Hantallasan ucagin donas, tirmanis ve surati kisitlanmistir.
- Ucagdin menzili emsallerine gére yeterli degildir.

- Bazi parcalarinin glvenligi sorgulanmaktadir.

- Silah sistemlerinin ayarsiz oldugu séylenmektedir.

- Bilgilerin yedeklenmesinde sorunlar bulunmaktadir.

- Ucagin tek motorlu olmasi kararinin stratejik bir hata oldugu belirtiimektedir.

F-35 Diinyanin en iyi u¢agi mr?

F-35 Projesi baslarken her seyin mikemmel olmasi istenmis ve her tirli go6-
revi yerine getirecek sekilde sonradan sirekli ilaveler yapilmistir. Ancak “her
tarlG gobrevi yerine getirsin” diye yapilan her ilave silahin envantere girmesini
geciktirmesi yaninda ucadi hantallastirmistir. Ucagin ucus testleri sirasinda da
¢6zUlmesi yillari bulan ylzlerce sorun tespit edilmistir.

Her seyden dnemlisi F-35 ucadinin kontrolindn ana bir merkez Gzerinden ol-
masl akilda soru isaretleri birakmaktadir.

ABD, F-35 konusunda Turkiye’ye yaptirim karari alirken, sanki hibe ettigi bir
malzeme ile ilgili karar alir gibi davranmaktadir. Gercekte bu kadar blyik ve
pahali bir projeye Tirkiye cok blyik miktarda kaynak ayirmistir. ABD bircok
Ulkeyi projeye davet etmekle, hem riskli bir projede riski paylasmakta hem de
projenin maliyetini distrmektedir. Bunun yaninda ABD sirketleri ucadin sati-
sindan blyUk miktarda kar elde etmektedir.
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There are other allegations about the F-35 project that must be examined.

- Production of parts in different locations creates difficulties and will cause
further problems in the future.

- Not all countries can maintain the aircraft themselves.

- Only the UK and the Netherlands have been authorized for European
maintenance until 2025.

- The problems with the automated logistics information system have been
stated by the Pentagon.

- Maintenance costs are high.

- The cumbersome aircraft’s rotation, climbing and speed are restricted.
- Therange of the aircraft is not sufficient compared to its peers.

- The safety of some parts is being questioned.

- The weapon systems are said to be out of order.

- There are problems in backing up information.

- The decision to have a single engine is claimed to be a strategic error.

Is the F-35 the best aircraft in the world?

At the beginning of the F-35 Project, perfection was sought and continuous
additions were made to fulfill all kinds of tasks. However, ‘fulfilling all kinds
of tasks” did not only delay the entry of each additional weapon into the
inventory, it made the aircraft cumbersome. It has taken years to resolve the
hundreds of problems identified during flight tests.

Most importantly, the fact that the control of the F-35 aircraft is based on a
main center, raises questions.

When the US decided to apply sanctions on Turkey regarding the F-35, the
US acted as if it was making a decision about donated material. In fact, Turkey
has allocated huge amount of resources to such a large and expensive project.
By inviting many countries to join the project, the US shared the risk in a risky
project and reduced the cost of the project. In addition, US companies make a
large amount of profit from the sale of the aircraft.

Due to its high cost, many NATO countries did not participate in the F-35
project, and the Prime Minister of Canada, who initially participated in the
project, made a statement in parliament that “these aircraft will not work
now or in the future” while it was alleged that the Air Force Commander of
Germany was relieved of his duties because he insisted on participating in the
project. (Kokpitaero.com, Former Major General Air Pilot irfan Sarp “What will
Turkey do after the F-35?”).
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YUksek maliyeti nedeniyle bircok NATO Ulkesi F-35 projesine katilmamis, pro-
jeye baslangicta katilan Kanada’nin Basbakani parlamentoda “simdi ve gele-
cekte bu ucaklar bir ise yaramayacak” seklinde beyanatta bulunmus, Alman
Hava Kuvvetleri Komutaninin ise projeye katilmak icin israr ettiginden gorev-
den alindigi iddia edilmistir (Kokpitaero.com, E. Hava Pilot Tiimgeneral irfan
Sarp “Tirkiye F-35°ten sonra ne yapacak?”).

Rus Su-57 ucagdi nasil bir ucaktir

ABD’lerinde “Military Watch” isimli dergi F-35 ile Su-57 ucaklarini karsilastir-
digi1 sayisinda her ne kadar aralarinda énemli farkhliklar bulunmasina ragmen,
Ruslarin Su-57 ucaginin Amerikal rakibine gére hava muharebelerinde daha
iyi oldugunu vurgulamistir. Haberde Rus ucadinin; hizi, ucus yiksekligi, sen-
sorleri, fizeleri, hedef vurma mesafesi, hayatta kalabilme ve manevra kabiliyeti
yoénulyle Gstlnlukleri siralanirken bu 6zellikleri ile Su-57’nin Ortadogu’daki sa-
vaslar icin ¢cok degderli olabilecedi yorumu yapilmistir.

Her ne kadar icra ettigi gorevler farkli ve birebir kiyaslamak tam olarak dogru
olmasa da Su-57 ucadi rakibine gére daha hizli, seri ve cevik bir ucaktir. iki
motorlu olmasi F-35’lere karsi Gstlnligadir. Havadan havaya gorevilerde F-
35’lere olan Ustlinliga ise tartisilmazdir. F-35 yaninda F-104 ve F-16’larin ise
hava yer gorevleri icin daha uygun oldugu bilinmektedir.
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What kind of aircraft is the Russian Su-57?

Although there are significant differences in the F-35 and Su-57 aircrafts, the
issue of US journal ‘Military Watch’ comparing the two aircraft underlined that
the Russian Su-57 aircraft was better in air combat compared to its American
counterpart. The article stated that the Russian aircraft was superior in terms
of speed, flight altitude, sensors, missiles, target hitting distance, survival and
maneuverability and that the superiority of these features listed in the Su-57
would make it very valuable for wars in the Middle East.

Although the tasks it performs are different and it is not exactly right to
compare them, the Su-57 is faster, swifter and more agile aircraft than its
competitor. Its superiority over the F-35s is due to having two engines. Its
superiority over the F-35 in air-to-air missions is indisputable. Furthermore,
F-104 and F-16 are known to be more suitable for air to ground missions than
F-35s.
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Tiirkiye’nin Su-57’ye ihtiyaci var midir?

F-35’ler hava yer gorevleri icin tasarlanmistir. Ancak, Su 57 ucadinin hava hava
gorevleri icin mikemmel bir avci ucagi oldugu kabul edilmektedir. Bircok yén-
den F-35’lerden Ustln. Hizlandirici kullanmadan slpersonik hiza ulasabiliyor.
ikinci sanal pilot mevcut. Elektronik savas kabiliyeti var. 12 Aralik 2015 tarihli bir
gazete haberinde, Rus uc¢adinin dastrilmesinden sonra F-16’larin Suriye’de,
“Su” serisinden ucaklar karsisinda etkisinin yetersiz kalmasi nedeniyle, ABD’ye
ait F-15 ucaklarinin Turkiye-Suriye siniri boyunca devriye dolastigi séylenmek-
tedir.

Hava hava gorevlerinde karsi karsiya kaldiginda hantal olan F-35’lere karsi
Su-57’lerin bariz bir Usttnlidu var. F-35’lerin hava hava gérevlerinde yetersiz
oldugu ABD Hava Kuvvetleri tarafindan da gérildiginden envanterlerine F-
15’leri ilave etme geredini duymuslardir. F-35’ler alinsa bile milli ucagini Gre-
tene kadar Tarkiye’nin de hava hava gorevleri icin ucak ihtiyaci her durumda
devam edecektir.

Tarkiye’nin hava savunma sistemini almasindan sonra havada ucak bulundur-
ma zorunlulugu azalacaktir. S-400’ler bir F-35’'ten en az 7 kat daha hizl hare-
ket ediyor. Ayrica silahli insansiz hava araclarinin kullaniimasi ile ucaklarin kul-
lanim édmr{ artacaktir. Mevcut F-104 ve F-16 ucaklari bir siire daha Tarkiye’nin
ihtiyacini karsilamaya devam edecektir. Ozellikle F-16 ucaklarinin 2030’lara ka-
dar envanterde kalacadi distnuldtginde kisa dénemde bir sikinti olmayacadi
da degerlendirilmektedir. TUrkiye’nin asil amaci bir an énce kendi milli ugagini
Uretmek olmalidir.

Sadece ucagdi almak yeterli degildir. Bu sekilde silah almis ancak bunu kullana-
madigi icin kaynaklarini tiketmis bircok Ulke vardir. Bir ucak sistemi alinirken
sadece alinacak ucaklar yaninda onun egitimi ve taktik kullanimi, yedek parca
temini ve sUresi ile lojistik destek konulari da mutlaka g6z 6niinde bulundu-
rulmalidir. Pilotlari, yardimci sinif personeli ile bakim personelini yeni sisteme
gore egitmek ve kendi konseptlerinize ve taktik anlayisiniza goére bu sistemi
ayarlamak zamana ihtiyac gosterir. Bu acidan bakildiginda mevcut sistem
daha alisilan bir sistem gibi gérilmektedir. Ancak son yaptirim kararinda oldu-
gu gibi Turkiye zorunlu bir karar verme durumu ile karsi karsiya kalirsa bu tir
sorunlarin da bir sekilde asilmasi mimkidn gézikmektedir.
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Does Turkey need Su-57s?

The F-35s are designed for air ground missions. However, the Su 57 is
considered to be the perfect fighter for aerial air missions. In many ways
it is superior to the F-35s. It can reach supersonic speed without using an
accelerator. A second virtual pilot available. It has electronic combat capability.
In a newspaper article, dated December 12, 2015 it is alleged that after the
Russian aircraft was shot down, it was deduced that the F-16s were inadequate
against the Russian ‘Su’ series and American F-15 aircraft were deployed to
patrol the Turkish-Syrian border.

Su-57s have an obvious advantage over the F-35s, which are cumbersome
when faced with air-to-air missions. Since the F-35s were also deemed
inadequate for air to air missions by the US Air Force, they felt the need to
add F-15s to their inventories. Even if the F-35 aircraft is delivered, Turkey’s
need for aircraft for air to air missions will continue in any case until a national
aircraft is manufactured.

After acquiring an air defense system, Turkey’s need to maintain aircraft in
air will be reduced. The S-400s move at least 7 times faster than an F-35.
Furthermore, the use of armed unmanned aerial vehicles will increase the
service life of the aircraft. Available F-104 and F-16 aircraft will continue to
counter the needs of Turkey for a while. Considering that the F-16 aircraft will
remain in the inventory until the 2030s, it is considered that there will be no
problem in the short term. Turkey’s main aim should be to manufacture its
national aircraft sooner rather than later.

Getting the aircraft is not enough. There are many countries that have bought
weapons in this way but have depleted their resources because they cannot
use it. When purchasing an aircraft system, in addition to the aircraft, issues
such as training and tactical use, supply and availability of spare parts and
logistic support must be taken into consideration. It takes time to train
pilots, auxiliary personnel and maintenance personnel according to the new
system and to adjust this system according to your own concepts and tactical
understanding. In this respect, the current system seems to be the more
conventional system. However, if Turkey is faced with a mandatory decision-
making process as is the case with the recent sanctions, it seems that these
problems are surmountable one way or another.
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F-35 ve Su-57’nin bazi 6zelliklerinin karsilastiriimasi

5.8 saat havada kalabiline Su-57’nin, 2 saat 36 dakika havada kalan F-35’e bariz
tistlnltigi vardir.
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2600 km hiza sahip Su-57, 1981 km hiza sahip F-35’e gore oldukca hizhdir.
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A Comparison of some features of the F-35 and the Su-57

The Su-57 which can remain airborne for 5.8 hours has an overwhelming superiority
over the F-35 with airborne time of 2 hours and 36 minutes.
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With a speed of 2600 km, the Su-57 is a lot faster than the F-35 with a speed of 1981 km.
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Su-57 ucagdi F-35’e nazaran 2.5 kat daha fazla ucus menziline sahiptir.
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100-122 milyon dolar maliyeti ile F-35, 40-50 milyon dolarlik Su-57’ye gére olduk¢a
pahalidir.
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Sonug¢ ve degerlendirme

Soguk Savas Donemi ve ertesinde NATO icerisindeki sorumluluklarini blylk
maliyetine ragmen aksatmadan yerine getiren Turkiye’ye karsi haksiz uygu-
lamalarin yapildidi ve savunmasinin bizzat kendi muttefikleri tarafindan za-
yiflatildigr goértlmektedir. Alinan yaptirim kararlarinin mantikli bir aciklamasi
bulunmamaktadir. Akdeniz’e en fazla kiyisi bulunan Turkiye’nin bélgedeki kay-
naklardan uzak tutulmaya calisiimasi, ihtiyaci olan savunma sistemlerinin veril-
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The flight range of the Su-57 is 2.5 times more than that of the F-35.
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With a cost of 100-122 million dollars, the F-35 is far more expensive than the 40-50
million dollar Su-57.C
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Conclusion and evaluation

It is clear that Turkey which has fulfilled its responsibilities after the Cold War
era and subsequently as a NATO member country regardless of the huge
costs, is being subjected to unfair practices and its allies are endeavoring to
weaken its defense capacities. There is no logical explanation for the sanctions
decision. Endeavoring to keep Turkey which has the longest coastline in the
Mediterranean, away from the resources in the region, refusing to provide the
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memesi, baska kaynaklardan temin etmeye calisinca yaptirima tabi tutulmasi
gibi uygulamalar kabul edilebilir degildir. Béyle bir durumda kendi savunma-
s icin gerekli silah sistemlerini temin etmek maksadiyla girisimlerde bulunan
Turkiye’ye karsi parasini ddedigi sistemlerin teslim edilmemesi haksiz ve ulus-
lararasi hukuka aykiridir. Bu kapsamda haksiz bir sekilde durdurulan F-35 pro-
jesinin de Tirkiye icin alternatifsiz bir proje olmadigi aciktir. Yapilan bu cals-
mada TUrkiye’nin daha dlstk maliyetle daha etkin savunma sistemlerine sahip
olabilecegi acik¢ca gértlmektedir. Tirk Ordusu NATO’nun ikinci blyUk askeri
glcudar. Kanitlanmis bir savas tecribesine sahiptir. Projeye dahil edilmemesi
bu haksiz uygulamayi yapanlari maddi olarak zarara ugratacadi gibi NATO’yu
da bu bdlgede zayiflatacak, glvensizlik yaratacak ve Turkiye gibi gt¢li ve gi-
venilir bir mattefikin kaybedilmesine neden olacaktir. Bu ise bdlgede barisi
bozacak ve blyUk bir intimalle de gi¢ dengelerinde bir degisiklik yaratacaktir.
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defense systems that it needs, and applying sanctions when it has to turn
elsewhere to counter these needs is unacceptable. Under the circumstances,
refusing to deliver the systems that Turkey has paid for as result of the
initiatives carried out to acquire the necessary weapons that are needed for
their own defense is unfair and contrary to international law. In this context, it
is also clear that the F-35 project which was discontinued in an unfair manner
is not without alternatives for Turkey. This study shows clearly that Turkey
can have a more efficient defense system at a lower cost. The Turkish Army
is NATO’s second largest military force. It has proven war experience. Being
excluded from the project will not only financially harm the perpetrators but
will weaken NATO in the region, generate insecurity and result in the loss of a
strong and reliable ally like Turkey. This will disrupt peace in the region and is
very likely to change the balance of power.
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Tiirkiye-Rusya ve Cin isbirligi gelisiyor

Son dénemde TUrkiye ile Rusya ve Cin arasinda isbirligi giderek gelisiyor. SUp-
hesiz bunlara Dogu Akdeniz’deki enerji kaynaklari da dahil. Turkiye Petrolleri-
nin bu konuda Cin ve Rus sirketleri ile gérismeler yaptidi biliniyor. Bu acidan
Rusya Enerji Bakani’'nin Trkiye ile Dogu Akdeniz’de isbirligine yonelik sinyaller
veren aciklamasi oldukca énemli.

Tiirkiye ve Rusya’nin miisterek projeleri artiyor

Turkiye olmadan Dogu Akdeniz'deki kaynaklarin kullanilmasi mimkin go-
zOkmayor. Bilimsel olarak yapilan incelemelerin sonuclari da bu kaynaklarin
Tirkiye Uzerinden naklinin daha ekonomik oldugu Uzerinde birlesiyor. Rus-
va Enerji Bakani da buna isaret ederek “Ticari acidan tim taraflarin yararina
projeler olursa Rus sirketleri Turkiye ile isbirligi yapabilir.” diyor. Tarkiye’nin
icinde olmadigi, ekonomik olmaktan uzak, gercege aykiri, hatta gerceklesmesi
mUmkuin olmayan projelerin Uretildigi bir ortamda Rusya’nin bu yaklasiminin
olduk¢ca mantikli oldugu goérulayor. Tark Akimi, Akkuyu NUkleer Gl¢ Santrali
gibi projelerin yaninda; S-400 ve ortak mihendislik projelerinden, ortak ucak
Uretimine kadar bircok alandaki askeri ve teknik isbirligi iki Glkeyi birbirine gi-
derek daha da yakinlastiriyor. Rusya’nin hususi ve hizmet pasaportuna sahip
Turk vatandaslarina, Rusya’ya giris icin vize ve gorevlendirme sartini kaldirma-
sl ise bu kapsamda guzel bir jest gibi gézukuyor.

Dogu Akdeniz’de Tiirk-Rus-Cin isbirliginin daha da artacagi
goriiliiyor

Dogu Akdeniz'de Tirk, Rus ve Cin isbirligi daha da gelisecek gibi gérullyor.
Dogu Akdeniz’de 25 milyar metrekip civarinda dogalgaz ve 12 milyar varilden
fazla petrol rezervinin bulundugunun anlasiimasindan beri sadece bélge Ulke-
lerinin degil, bolge disi Ulkelerin de bu boélgeye ilgisi artmis durumda. Bunun
sonucunda bdlge hidrokarbon kaynaklari yaninda, diinya enerji kaynaklarini da
kontrol eden stratejik konumuyla da bir anda dinya stratejik glic dengesinde
en 6nemli yerlerden birisi durumuna geldi. Cografi acidan bdlgeye siniri olan
Ulkelerle birlikte, bdlgeye sinir olmamasina ragmen ABD, Rusya, ingiltere, Cin,
Fransa ve italya gibi Ulkelerin de Akdeniz’deki enerji miicadelesinde yer aldigi
gorullyor.
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Turkey and Russia and China are developing cooperation

Turkey increased cooperation with Russia and China in recent years. Of course,
these include energy sources in the Eastern Mediterranean. Turkey Petroleum
has a close relation with China and Russian companies. In this respect, the
explanation of Russian Energy Minister is also quite important.

Turkey and Russia are increasing joint projects

The use of sources in the eastern Mediterranean does not seem possible without
Turkey. The results of the scientific researchs also shows that the transplanting
of these resources via Turkey is much more economic than the other project.
For this reason Russian Energy Minister’s explanation “Russian companies can
cooperate with Turkey if there is commercially feasible Project for all parties.”
is quite logical contrary to previous unlogical project and saying.

In addition to S-400, Turkish stream, Akkuyu Nuclear Power Plant Project;
military and technical cooperations such as joint engineering and aircraft
projects bringing these two countries closer to gether. Finally Russia’s removel
the visa and assignment requirement for the special and service passport to
Turkish citizens seems to be a nice gesture in this context.

Turkish-Russian cooperation in the Eastern Mediterranean is
expected to increase

Turkish, Russian and Chinese cooperation in the Eastern Mediterranean is
likely to develop further. After the discovery around 25 billion cubic meters
of natural gas and more than 12 billion barrels of oil reserves in the Eastern
Mediterranean, have increased interest of the countries, not only the countries
in the region but also non-regional. As a result, the region has become one
of the most important places in the world strategic balance of power. The
region is importand in terms of hydrocarbon resources and importand also
with its strategic position that controls the world’s energy resources. In this
context, in addition to the countries that are geographically bound to the
region, countries such as US, Russia, England, China, France and Italy are also
involved in the energy struggle in the Mediterranean even though they do not
have borders to the region.
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Cin ve Rusya gelecekleri icin Dogu Akdeniz’in ne kadar 6nemli
oldugunun farkinda

Slveys Kanali ve Ortadogu’yu da kontrol eden bu bélge, Cin ve Rusya’nin da
uzaktan kontrollind elinde tutan bir cografyada yer aliyor. Dogu Akdeniz ve
Kizildeniz’'in kontrol edilmesi; Cin’in uzun vadede enerji kaynaklarina erisimi-
ni engelleyecedi gibi, Rus enerji kaynaklarina da alternatif bir alan yaratarak
“Rusya’nin gelecekte enerji denklemindeki konumunu sarsacaktir”. Bu nedenle
“Dogu Akdeniz Enerji Micadelesi” olarak isimlendirdigimiz bu micadelenin
daha uzun sire glindemi mesgul edecegi kesin.

Tiirkiye ve KKTC’nin bdlge dengelerinde dikkate alinmamasi tarihi
bir hata

isin garip tarafi sadece bélgeden degil, bdlge disindan bircok Ulke de bu kay-
naklardan pay alabilmek icin bolgeye dolusurken, Dogu Akdeniz’e en uzun ki-
yisi bulunan Ulkelerden birisi olan ve uluslararasi hukuka gére kaynaklardan
en fazla pay sahibi olmasi gereken Turkiye; bir takim uydurma haritalar, ge-
rekceler ve tehditlerle neredeyse bu kaynaklarin tamamen disinda tutulmak
isteniyor, Kuzey Kibris Trk Cumhuriyeti (KKTC) ise hic¢ dikkate alinmiyor.

Boélgedeki kaynaklara haksiz bir sekilde sahip olmak isteyen taraf-
lar kolay bir zafer kazanacaklarini mi diisiiniiyorlar?

Gelismelerden en fazla memnun olan taraf Israil gibi gézikiyor. Cevresinde
kendisine uzun sire tehdit olabilecek bir devlet birakmadigi gibi; Misir, Yuna-
nistan ve Glney Kibris Rum Yénetimi (GKRY) ile kurdugu ittifaklarla bu bél-
gedeki kaynaklari kolayca kontrol edebilecegini dustndyor. Bu Glkeler dizen-
ledikleri toplantilarda kendilerinden emin bir sekilde Turkiye’yi acikca tehdit
etmekten de ¢ekinmiyorlar.

Yeni Bilyiik Oyun tersine déniiyor

Birinci DUnya Savasindan sonra Tlrkler “Buyik Oyun”la Ortadogu petrolleri-
nin disinda tutulmustu. Ginimz ortaminda da ayni oyun tekrar glindemde.
Ancak sartlarin o dénemle ayni olmadigi da ortada. Nitekim baslangicta bu
isin kolayca halledilebilecegini distinen ve zafer sarhosluguna kapilan Ulkeler
de bunun o kadar kolay olmadigini cok gegmeden anladilar. Bélgenin en glcll
Ulkelerinden birisi olan Turkiye’nin gl¢li durusu yaninda, Rusya ve Cin gibi



China and Russia are aware of the importance of the Eastern
Mediterranean for their future

Eastern Mediterranean controls the Suez Canal and the Middle East. it is also
located in a geography that controls of China and Russia from a distance.
Controlling the Eastern Mediterranean and Red Sea will not only prevent China
from accessing energy resources in the long term, but will also undermine
Russia’s position in the energy equation by creating an alternative space for
Russian energy resources. Therefore, this struggle, which we call the “Eastern
Mediterranean Energy Struggle” is likelly seems to occupy the agenda for a
longer time.

Turkey and the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC)’s, not
to be taken into considiration in the balance of Eastern Mediterian
is a historic mistake

While the countries not only inside but outside of the region coming to the
Eastern Mediterian to share of these resources, and not to be taken into
considirations Turkey and the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC),
which is one of the countries with the longest coast of the Eastern Mediterian
and should share largest resources according to the international law, is quite
amazing.

Trying to keep away from these sources and not taken into account at all with
some fictitious maps, unfair practices and threats Turkey and Turkish Republic
of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) seem to be a big mistake.

The countries who want to have resources iniquitously in the region think that
they will win an easy victory.

Israel seems to be the most satisfied with the developments. Israel did not
leave a state around that could threaten him for a long time for the future;
Israel also thinks that he can easily control the resources in this region through
alliances with Egypt, Greece and Greek Cypriot Administration of Southern
Cyprus. They often come together in this intoxication of glory and do not
hesitate to openly threaten Turkey.

But the “New Great Game” is reversed. After the First World War, Turks were
excluded from the Middle East oil by the “Great Game”. In today’s environment,
the same game is seeming on the agenda again. However, it is obvious that the
conditions are not the same as that period. As a matter of fact, the countries
that initially thought that this could be done easily and became intoxicated
with the victory realized that this was not so easy.
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devletlerin de bdélgenin kendi acisindan dnemini anlamalariyla, durumun daha
karmasik bir hal aldigi goéraltyor. Kisaca bdlgede oynanan “Yeni Baytk Oyun”
tersine déndyor.

Yunanistan ve GKRY sorumsuz uygulamalarinin kendilerini atese
attiginin yeni yeni farkina variyor

Zafer sarhoslugu icinde Turkiye'yi disarida birakarak kaynaklari kendine mal
etmek isteyen ve bu nedenle 6nline gelen Ulkeye Usler vererek ve onlari bol-
geye davet ederek bdlgeyi bir savas alanina ceviren GKRY ve Yunanistan ise
kaynaklara tek basina sahip olmanin o kadar da kolay olmadigini ve atesin
icine dustlklerini yeni yeni anhyorlar. Yunanistan ve GKRY bélgede ¢ikabilecek
bir yangindan en fazla etkilenecek Ulkeler olacak gibi goriltyor.

Gelismeler ardi ardina geldi. GKRY’ne ambargoyu kaldirmayi didstinen ABD,
Rumlara “Ruslari bélgeye sokmamak” sartini koyunca Rumlar iki blyUk devlet
arasinda sikisti. Yunanistan ve Rumlarin AB’yi isin icine sokarak Tarkiye’yi baski
altina alma calismalari ise Turkiye’yi durdurmak bir yana Turkiye’'nin bdlgeye
daha kuvvetli girmesine neden oldu. Bazi Ulkelerin savasmasi i¢in yanlarina
aldiklart GKRY’nin eski Disisleri Bakani “Akdeniz’de kim bizim icin savasacak.”
diyor. Sahi, bélgede kim kimin icin savasacak ve 6lecek? Bolgeye barisin bu
sekilde gelmesi mimkin gézikmuyor.

Yunanistan ise Girit cevresindeki kaynaklarini kendi alacagi ¢ok kiictk bir pay
karsilidi baska Ulkelere neredeyse bedavaya verdi. Simdi daha tek bir kurus al-
madan alacagi stpheli olan paralarin kat kat fazlasini silahlanma icin harcamak
ve Yunanlilar ekonomik sikinti icerisinde kivranirken savunma harcamalarini
artirmak zorunda.

Cin ve Rusya bolgedeki kendilerine karsi oynanan oyunlara karsi
tedbirler gelistiriyor

Gelismeler bununla da bitmiyor. Washington- Moskova ve Pekin arasindaki
stratejik rekabet ister istemez Dodu Akdeniz’de de etkisini gdsteriyor. Bu kap-
samda, Cin zaten bu bodlgeden baslayarak kusatilmaya calisildigini énceden
beri biliyor. 2017 yili temmuz ayinda Cin Savunma Bakanliginin Rusya ile Akde-
niz’de ortak tatbikat yaptigini aciklamasi zaten bu stratejik arayislarin farkin-
da olduklarina dair ilk emarelerdi. Sessiz sedasiz gerceklestirilen bu tatbikatin
go6rlntdleri internet sitesinde paylasilirken, diinyanin en blyUk ordularindan
birisine sahip Cin’in Akdeniz'deki askeri faaliyetlerinin giderek arttigr goruli-
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Besides Turkey’s resolute attitude which one of the region’s most powerful
countries, with the understanding the importance of the region by some
countries from their perspective such as Russia and Chine, the situation in
Eastern Mediterian seems to get more complicated.

Greece and the Greek Cypriot Administration of Southern
Cyprus are just noticing that irresponsible practices have thrown
themselves into the fire

Leaving the Turkey out of resources and with the desire to have all the resources
alone, Greek Cypriot Administration of Southern Cyprus gave a region to all
country that wanted a base in Cyprus. So they turned the area into a battlefield.
But they just understand that to take all the resources alone is not easy and
while inviting some countries to the region they’re also throwing themselves
into the fire. It is certain that Greece and the Greek Cypriot Administration of
Southern Cyprus are seen as the countries most affected by a fire in the region.

Developments came one after the other. The Greek Cypriot Administration of
Southern Cyprus were jammed between the two major states when the USA,
which was considering lifting the embargo to the Greek Cypriot Administration
of Southern Cyprus, put the contitions that not to allow Russian to enter to
this region. On the other hand theirs using the European Union efforts to put
pressure on Turkey did not work. These efforts could not stop the Turkey in
that region and moreover has led to a stronger entry.

Some countries took the Greeks to fight for themselves. But “Who will fight
for us in the Mediterranean.” the former Foreign Minister of theGreek Cypriot
Administration of Southern Cyprus said. Indeed, who plans to die for whom
in this region?

Greece, on the other hand, gave its resources around Island of Crete to other
countries for a small share, which was almost free of charge. Now Greece has
to spend many times more money for arms, which he is suspicious of not
getting a single penny, and increase defense spending while the Greeks in
deep economic crisis.

China and Russia are developing measures against the games
played in the region

Developments do not stop. The strategic rivalry between Washington-Moscow
and Beijing is inevitably affecting the Eastern Mediterranean. In this context,
China has already known that it has been trying to besiege starting from this
region.
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yor. Cin bunun disinda Kizildeniz’deki kusatmayi da asmak icin de girisimlerde
bulunuyor.

Rusya’nin da Dogu Akdeniz’e ilgisi oldukca fazla. Cin gibi Rusya’da “ayni kusa-
tilmishdr asmak” icin girisimlerde bulunuyor. Suriye’de aldigi Usler, bu bdlgeye
yerlestirdigi stratejik silahlar yaninda, birkac yildir Dogu Akdeniz’deki askeri
tatbikatlarini artirmis durumda. Bu tatbikatlara onlarca gemi ve ucak katiliyor.
Rusya ve Cin’in son dénemde gelistirdikleri askeri teknoloji ile kendilerinden
onde olan Ulkeleri yakaladiklari ve hatta bazi konularda onlarin Gstine ciktik-
lari acikca goraluyor.

ingiltere, Fransa ve Almanya ayni hatalan tekrarlayacak mi?

Daha 6nce Dlnya Savaslari esnasinda oldugu gibi birbirlerine diserek ve el-
lerindeki glicti gereksiz kullanarak hakimiyetlerini ABD’ye kaptiran; ingiltere,
Fransa ve Almanya gibi devletlerin, ayni hatayl yapmamak icin, her ne kadar
yaninda gibi g6zikse de bu sefer ABD’ye karsi daha mesafeli durduklari gori-
[Gyor. Almanya ve Fransa, ABD’nin Avrupa’daki faaliyetlerinden rahatsizlar ve
ona karst mimkun olan en verimli politikay! gelistirme cabasindalar. Avrupa
Ordusu kurma calismalari, F-35 projesine dahil olmama, Almanya’nin Suriye’ye
asker gdbndermeme karari ve Fransa’nin bazi Amerikan sirketlerine karsi vergi
karari buna dair bazi emareleri olusturuyor.

ABD aldigi hatali kararlarla Tiirkiye’yi kaybediyor

Bunlar olurken ABD aldidi akil almaz hatali kararlariyla Tirkiye'yi karsisina al-
mak ve onu kaybetmekle mesgul. ABD Baskaninin bir yandan “Biz Amerika’yi
yeniden biylk yapacadiz.” derken bunu Tlrkiye gibi muttefiklerini kaybede-
rek nasil yapacagl da merak konusu. NATO’da ikinci blyUk askeri gi¢ olan
Turkiye’nin disarida tutulmasi, sonucta bélgedeki glic dengelerini epey etkile-
yecek gibi gorullyor.



In July 2017, the Chinese Defense Ministry announced a joint exercise in Russia
and the Mediterranean Sea, which was the first indication that they were
already aware of these strategic quests. While the footage of this silent exercise
is being shared on the website, it is seen that China’s military activities in the
Mediterranean, which is one of the largest armies in the world, are gradually
increasing. China is also attempting to overcome the siege of the Red Sea.

Russia is also very interested in the Eastern Mediterranean. Russia, like China,
is attempting to overcome the same siege. The bases it has taken in Syria and
powerful military weapons have increased its military presence. Russia has
also increased military exercises in the Eastern Mediterranean in recent years.
Dozens of ships and planes participated in these exercises. It is evident that
Russia and China have captured the countries that are ahead of them with the
military technology that have recently developed and even surpassed them in
some areas.

UK, France and Germany look like they won’t make the same
mistake again this time

The states like UK, France and Germany, who fell to each other and lost their
dominance to the US by making use of their power unnecessarily as before
during World Wars, seem to be more distant to the US, and this time look like
they wont make he same mistake. American forces are very much distributed
and this power distribution seems not to be strategically appropriate.

Germany and France are troubled by US activities in Europe and
are trying to develop the best possible policy against it

The efforts to form a European Army, not to participate in the F-35 project,
Germany’s decision not to send troops to Syria and France’s tax decision
against some American companies constitute are some of the indications of
this policy.

US is losing Turkey with some of the wrong decisions

On the one hand, the President of the United States says, “We will make
America great again.” on the other hand, it is also a question of how he will do
this by losing his allies such as Turkey. These inconceivable that while the US
gets to take against Turkey with erroneous decision and lost it unnecessarly.

It’s clearly seems that as a second largest military force in NATO, loss of Turkey
is going to affect the balance of power in this region so much.
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